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HON. SANFORD E. CHURCH

SANFORD ELIAS CHURCH was born in the town of Milford, Otsego county, New York, April 18, 1815. His 
parents, who were natives of Connecticut, were of English and Scotch descent. They removed from Otsego to 
Monroe county, when Mr. Church was but a child, and his education was obtained entirely in the common 
schools of that county and at the Monroe Academy. In 1835 he went to Albion to reside, and with the exception 
of a brief residence in Rochester, that village was always after his home. He pursued his legal studies with 
Benjamin L. Bessac, who subsequently was his law partner until 1843, when he associated himself with Noah 
Davis, now presiding judge of the first department of the Supreme Court, for the general practice of his 
profession. This firm continued for a period of thirteen years. On its dissolution the firm of Church — Sawyer 
was established at Albion; about 1862 Mr. Church took Judge Selden's place in the firm of Selden, Munger — 
Thompson, at Rochester; in 1865 the firm became Church, Munger — Cooke, and so continued until Judge 
Church's elevation to the bench of the Court of Appeals. In politics he was a Democrat. His first official position 
was a member of Assembly in 1842, from Orleans county, he being the only democratic member that year from 
the old eighth judicial district. Among his associates were John A. Dix, Michael Hoffman, John A. Lott, David 
R. Floyd Jones, Horatio Seymour, Arphaxed Loomis, Levi S. Chatfield, and Calvin T. Hurlburt. Three years 
later he was appointed district attorney of Orleans county, by Governor Silas Wright, and subsequently was 
elected by the people to that position. In 1850 he was nominated by the Democrats for Lieutenant-Governor, 
Horatio Seymour being the candidate for Governor. Mr. Seymour was defeated by Washington Hunt, the Whig 
candidate, by about two hundred majority, but Mr. Church ran ahead of his ticket and was elected. In 1852 he 
was re-elected to the same office, and Mr. Seymour was then elected Governor. In 1857 he was chosen 
Comptroller of the State, but was defeated in 1859 and 1864, when a candidate for re-election. In 1867 he was 
elected a member of the Constitutional Convention, and was chairman of its finance committee. At the 
Democratic National Convention, held in New York city, July, 1868, Mr. Church was named by the delegation 
from New York State as its choice for the nomination for the presidency, and his name was presented to the 
convention by Samuel J. Tilden, the chairman of the delegation, who cast the vote of the State for him at every 
ballot, until a break was made by other States, and Horatio Seymour, who was chairman of the convention, was 
nominated. He was a delegate to the Democratic National Conventions of 1844, 1860, 1864 and 1868, and in the 
convention of 1860 advocated the nomination of Stephen A. Douglas. In the spring of 1870, when the existing 
Court of Appeals was to be established, Judge Church was nominated by the Democratic convention for chief 
judge of the court. He was not an aspirant for the office. The opposing candidate in the convention was Hon. 
George F. Comstock, and the opposing candidate in the election was Hon. Henry R. Selden, of Rochester, both 
of whom had been judges of the old court. Mr. Church was elected by nearly ninety thousand majority. He died 
very suddenly and unexpectedly, without any previous sickness, at his residence at Albion, on the 14th of May, 
1880, in the sixty-sixth year of his age. 

Mr. Church was a man of remarkable characteristics. He was by nature a chief among men in politics and in law. 
He had a large comprehension, and a splendid endowment of common sense and sagacity; the calmness, gravity 
and dignity of a superior nature; a candor, magnanimity and patience unusual in one who formed his opinions 
upon such deep reflection and held them so tenaciously. His counsel was therefore weighty, and his influence in 
this State throughout his life was oracular with his own party, and his opinions were heard with respect if not 
with acquiescence by his opponents. 

The above record shows that Mr. Church was for many years a conspicuous figure in the State and the Nation. In 
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politics he was a strong and active partisans hut had little bitterness or vindictiveness in his composition, was 
never swayed by unworthy motives, and never stooped to unhandsome means. Undoubtedly his tastes were more 
inclined to statesmanship than the law or the magisterial occupation, but it is an evidence of public confidence in 
his merits that judicial elevation came unsought, and an evidence that he was guided by a strong sense of duty 
that he accepted a post comparatively secluded even if elevated, and contentedly sacrificed his preference for the 
halls of legislation and political debate for the quiet of the judgment seat. 

When Mr. Church was taken from political life and put upon the bench without previous judicial experience and 
without even the reputation of a learned lawyer, the feeling among many of the opposite political party was that 
he was placed there from partisan motives and might be controlled by party favoritism. It is but simple justice to 
say that this fear proved groundless, and he died high in the esteem and confidence of the entire community. He 
suffered from the worst infliction to which a judge can ever be subjected, namely, the constant use of his name 
as a contingent candidate for the presidency, but in spite of this he acquired and preserved the reputation of an 
honest and unprejudiced magistrate. 

As has been said, he was never regarded as a lawyer of great learning, but his native sagacity, his long 
experience and intimate knowledge of men and affairs made him a judge of the highest degree of usefulness. He 
never failed to hear, and probably never failed to understand, every word of every argument ever addressed to 
him. He was as little apt to go astray as any magistrate who ever sat on the bench. His opinions, builded on 
principle, are models of conciseness and weighty wisdom, and it is believed that the more they are studied the 
more influence they will command in all courts of justice. 

Mr. Church had not great enthusiasm or apparent warmth. In him the fires burned deep, and his passions and 
emotions were so under his control that they seldom flamed up to the surface. That one with so little personal 
magnetism and so much dignity and apparent reserve should so strongly have attached men to himself, is a proof 
of his moral excellence. He was, however, a genial and companionable gentleman, and with the dignity he had 
all the patience and courtesy so essential to his high post. No one who has ever argued a case in that court, 
especially no young man, can ever forget the attentive consideration and the patient and courteous hearing which 
he gave to every word that was there uttered. His kind eyes were always fixed on the speaker, and his manner 
encouraged the timid and inspired confidence and respect. Sometimes, indeed, the chief's patience amounted to 
long-suffering, but nothing ever betrayed him into a perceptible loss of composure for an instant. His belief was 
that it saved time to hear the lawyers out. By the younger lawyers of this State his memory is cherished with the 
tenderest respect. The value of such a character at the head of the highest court in a great Commonwealth cannot 
be over-estimated. It gives stability to the law, and gains for adjudications the respect even of those against 
whom they are pronounced. 

The chief judge was of commanding stature, robust physique, and noticeable presence. His head was massive, 
his countenance strong, sagacious, and benevolent. The portrait in the chamber of the court does small justice to 
his personal appearance. But his strong frame and untiring energy yielded at last to overwork. He died literally 
in the harness, the ink hardly dry on his opinion in the case of Burr v. Butt Co., 81 N. Y. 175. It is probable that 
he had had some apprehensions on the score of his health, after witnessing the untimely death of three of his 
associates, two of whom were men of physical powers equal to his own. To warnings and entreaties of friends 
his invariable calm reply was "There is the public business to be done, and we must do it as long as we can." 
And so for ten years he resolutely maintained the example that he had set for the court at the outset, and which 
has enabled them, alone of all the ultimate courts of the country, to keep up with their enormous business. But at 
what a terrible sacrifice of precious and useful life! 

Upon the death of the Chief, the Honorable Charles J. Folger, senior associate judge and since chief judge, read 
a memorial in court, from which the following are extracts: "He was not what is called a man of liberal 
education. What advantages the academy of his day furnished, these he had; and his acquirement there was made 
practical and ready to his hand by his early becoming a teacher of others in schools. He made no claim to 
classical taste or acquirement, or to any merely literary excellence; he claimed for himself no excellence; and it 
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was often that he would preface the reading of an opinion with a diffident apology for what he feared was its 
deficiency in expression. He never apologized for the matter of it, its statement of law, the rule it declared or 
enforced. 'Plus habit operis quam ostentationis;' matter more than show. He was wont to say that 'a man is worth 
naught who has not convictions — convictions.' His conclusions were reached only after mature reflection — 
Melius recurrere, guam male currere — but when reached, he was clear and strong in the grounds of his 
judgment, and he held an opinion, once formed deliberately, with the tenacity peculiar to a strong and vigorous 
mind; it was strong and abiding, and impressed itself upon others. Search will be in vain in the reports or in the 
archives for an opinion matured and read by him, in a case that had fallen to him for his especial consideration, 
that did not carry the court and form its judgment. He often did not vote, because in doubt. He sometimes 
dissented, and expressed his dissent in writing; but it was then meant as a dissenting opinion, to put himself right 
in the books, and not to affect the judgment of others. Having clear ideas, and never beginning to write until his 
thoughts had gone to a fixed conclusion, he clearly stated what he clearly saw, in vigorous sentences, in words 
generally justly used, and in a style lucid and free from trick, and with force of logic. His opinions were his own, 
and not another's, whatever aid he may have drawn from others in preparing for them. He had that saving 
common sense which led him to correct conclusions, that independence of character which made him flinch not 
from what he deemed to he right, and combined therewith that strong sense of natural justice that caused him to 
shrink from what seemed to him to be a wrong, and that at times, perhaps, led him to the verge of the law in the 
effort to decide a case upon its particular real right. * * * His natural tendencies were not for a judicial life. He 
loved to be among men. He was ambitious of other preferment, honorably so. He had the right to feel capable of 
power. He knew that public confidence followed him and that he had never deceived it. Yet his long and serious 
illness had touched him, and a place upon the bench seemed one of desirable quiet, and was one of honorable 
usefulness. * * * But the ten years of the judicial life of Judge Church have demonstrated that he had in an 
eminent degree the qualities that fitted him for the duties of his place, and have fully justified the wisdom of his 
selection. Others who have preceded him on the bench may have had greater and more exact learning in the law. 
None have excelled him in that equipoise of faculty which enables a judge to fairly weigh and determine causes 
that come before him. He had that catholicity, so to speak, of mental constitution, and that freedom from 
prejudice which enabled him to hear, and having heard to decide a case, giving due weight to arguments 
presented and the consideration which fitly belonged to them. His prepossessions did not darken his perceptions 
of the reasons on the other side. He had the doubting, cautious spirit, so that he was always willing to listen to 
argument; and that receptive quality of mind — as a jewel cut with many facets-that caught light from whatever 
side it might come. It has been intimated on some hand that he much relied upon his own reflections in reaching 
conclusions of law; and that he had a disregard of authority. We know that this is a mistake, He was not the 
slave of precedent, fearing to walk in dark places without light from the wisdom of others. But he fully 
recognized the truth that causes are not to be decided by natural reason alone, but by the artificial reason and 
judgment of the law as well, as they have been shaped by the arguments from the bar, and by considerations on 
the bench, through the many years that lawyers have wrangled and judges have determined. * * * For now ten 
years he has sat at the head of this bench. Here he has been exactly in the focus of the acute and searching 
intellect of the bar, from which escapes undetected no weakness of the head, or infirmity of disposition. The bar 
knows that he has led the business of the court with a kindness of disposition, an evenness and serenity of 
temper, a gentleness in restraint, a nobleness of courtesy, a patience of hearing to tyro or veteran, that pleased 
and satisfied and so soothed all as to make even defeat seem half success. All who hear me now, know how 
seldom was the thread of argument snapped by interpellant words from him. It was as if he bore in mind the 
saying of Bacon : 'A much-speaking judge is no well-tuned cymbal.' We may be foolish in the fond belief that 
there is a mutual cordiality between this bench and the bar that comes before it. We are not mistaken in the 
belief that whatever be the degree of respect and affection felt by the profession for this court, it is due in the 
main to the official and personal bearing and courtesy of Chief Judge Church toward counsel, and the 
confidence inspired by him. But the public and the bar looked only on the dial plate. It was in the quiet and 
secluded intercourse of the consultation room that we saw behind it, and beheld the nice harmony of his 
faculties, that discrimination which was the ready touchstone to draw the useful from the needless; the wisdom 
of his thought; the aptness and scope of his suggestion; the strength of his control, with the gentleness of its 
exercise; his sound common sense, that strong solvent of our perplexities; his encouragement of the flagging; his 
soft repression of the rash; how in care and caution he would feign doubts, or put queries, that the case might be 
well shaken and thoroughly sifted; for with Chief Judge Bibb, he thought it well 'to have waited for that 
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conscious assurance in adjudication, which is superior to every gratification that a vain reputation for intuition 
and rapid decision could bestow.' At times, with long intervals, when lassitude or some peccant humor of the 
body bore upon him, his strong convictions grew impatient of prolonged hesitation, and a hot word would fly; 
but the recoil hurt him worse than the missile did its object, and days of tenderness, almost caressing, would 
soothe to healing, and leave no scar. We only can fully know his eager, almost passionate desire to bring down 
the calendar of the court, so that we might be abreast with the business. It was with a feeling like despair, and 
with a sense of duty left undone, that he thought he saw a rising tide of business too great to cope with. It would 
have been a crowning joy to him could lie once have ordered the court adjourned before the end of the allotted 
term, for the reason that there was not a cause on the calendar ready for hearing and unheard. To this end he 
addressed himself 'in labors often,' until he fell 'cut like a diamond, with its own dust.'" 
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HON. WILLIAM F. ALLEN

WILLIAM FITCH ALLEN, eldest son of Abner Harvey Allen and Cynthia Palmer, a sister of the mother of 
Chief Judge Church, was born in Windham county, Connecticut, July 28, 1808. His parents removed with him to 
Schenectady county, in this State, in 1814. He graduated at Union College in 1826, and commenced the study of 
the law in the office of the Hon. John C. Wright, at Esperance, Schoharie county, and completed it in that of C. 
M. — E. S. Lee at Rochester, and was admitted to the bar in 1829. He commenced the practice of his profession 
in that year in partnership with the Hon. George Fisher, at Oswego, which continued until 1833, and in 1834 he .
formed a partnership with Abraham P. Grant at that place. which continued until Mr. Allen's election as justice 
of the Supreme Court. He filled many village, town and county offices, and for several years was Supreme Court 
commissioner and master in chancery. He was a representative of Oswego county in the Legislature in the 
sessions of 1843 and 1844, being in the former session chairman of the committee of ways and means, and in the 
latter chairman of the judiciary committee. In 1845 he was appointed by President Polk United States attorney 
for, the northern district of New York, and held his office until his accession to the bench, when he resigned it. 
Under the new Constitution of 1846, he was in 1847 elected a justice of the Supreme Court, drew the long term, 
and in 1856 was re-elected without opposition, although his district was strongly against him politically. Ex 
officio he sat as a judge of the Court of Appeals during 1855 and 1862. While on the bench he was nominated by 
his party for the office of Governor of the State, but declined the nomination, preferring his judicial post. In 
1863 he was the unsuccessful nominee of his party for the office of judge of the Court of Appeals. In the same 
year he removed to New York city and engaged in the practice of the law as counsel only. There he remained 
until 1867, when he removed to Albany and entered upon the duties of the office of Comptroller, to which he 
was elected in that year and re-elected in 1869 He resigned this office in 1870, upon his election as an associate 
judge of the Court of Appeals on its re-organization under the judiciary act. He continued in this position until 
his death, which occurred at home in Oswego on the third of June, 1878. Had he survived, his judicial service 
would have ended on the last day of December in that year, under the provision of the Constitution which 
discharges a judge from service at the close of the year which completes the seventieth of his age. He was a 
Democrat in politics. His administration as Comptroller was marked by a large reduction of the State debt and 
the organization of reforms in the management of the State prisons and canals. He was for many years a 
prominent member of the Presbyterian church, was frequently a delegate to the General Assembly, and enjoyed 
the honor, unusual if not unique for a layman, of being chosen moderator at meetings of the Presbytery. He 
received the degree of LL. D. from Hamilton College in 1857 and from Union College in 1864, and was a 
trustee of the latter. 

Judge Allen came to the bench of the Court of Appeals with some evident advantages and some apparent 
disadvantages. He had the makeweights of a long judicial experience and remarkable professional learning, and 
the drawbacks of a long career in politics and the reputation of a political partisan. In regard to the latter, his 
accession to the Court of Appeals was regarded by many with distrust and uneasiness, similar to that with which 
Chief Judge Church's nomination was viewed. The result was the same in his case as in that of the Chief. He 
lived down all such suspicions, and has left the reputation of an incorruptible and impartial judge. The four 
deceased judges of this court have afforded noteworthy examples of active politicians and strong partisans, who 
have satisfied the community that judicial elevation raised them above party motives, and beyond the reach of 
party influences. In one instance only has a decision of the court ever been publicly impugned as controlled by 
party considerations. That was in the celebrated Tweed case. In that case the court, Republicans as well as 
Democrats, were unanimous in granting Tweed a new trial. In the excited state of the community this decision 
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was violently attacked in certain newspapers, and by certain lawyers, and attributed to the most corrupt motives. 
Judge Allen, who wrote the principal opinion in that case, unquestionably foresaw the clamor which the decision 
would excite, but his sense of duty was not warped beforehand, and his composure was not disturbed afterward. 
He laid down the law as he believed it, and as nine lawyers in every ten in this State then believed it, and now 
believe it, notwithstanding it has not been accepted in some other communities. The clamor died away, and the 
men who then assailed the court have not impaired its usefulness, nor shaken the public faith in its honor. This 
occasion proved the intrepidity and independence of Judge Allen. 

Judge Allen was unquestionably one of the most learned lawyers who have ever graced our bench. He was well 
equipped at all points. He had the nature and the habits of the investigator, and his great experience had made 
every branch of the law familiar to him. At the same time he was free from pedantry, and the impracticability of 
the mere theorist. He was eminently a practical man, a man of affairs, with an apt knowledge of human nature, 
and a broad wisdom. To these characteristics must be added two others, which contributed to give him his great 
influence. He was a most expert and ingenious reasoner, and a remarkably incisive and trenchant writer. Perhaps 
no judge who ever sat on our bench had a greater power of impressing his views upon the minds of his 
colleagues in consultation, and few have written such convincing opinions. He possessed the rare gift of putting 
vague and unfamiliar ideas in a sinewy, exact and lucid style, so that his statement was frequently more weighty 
than another's argument. He was a master of the art of crystallizing legal thought. Lambent humor occasionally 
illuminated an opinion that would otherwise have become arid. Possessing unusual powers of analysis, criticism 
and comparison, which availed him in the discussion of authorities, he still relied mainly on the basis of 
principle which he placed his decisions upon, and expended his best efforts in endeavoring to render his 
argument impregnable. His opinions, thickly strewn through the reports of the Court of Appeals and the 
Supreme Court for a quarter of a century, exhibit a breadth of comprehension, a fund of learning, an aptitude and 
versatility of logical powers, a patience of investigation, and a spirit of striving to attain justice, that will stamp 
Judge Allen the peer of any jurist of his generation, and a memorable character in the legal annals of our State. 

In spite of the marked political preferment which Judge Allen received, and the still greater one which was 
offered him, he better loved the law and the noiseless honor of the judicial bench. Here he sat modestly, and 
spent the last ten years of his useful and honored life in public toil beyond his physical strength, but in which his 
superb intellect shone undimmed to the very moment of its extinguishment. Like his strong companions, Chief 
Judge Church and Judges Peckham and Grover, he wore himself out in the public service, and the State lost the 
years of calm reflection and wise counsel which might otherwise have remained to him after his retirement from 
the bench. 

In person Judge Allen was tall and moderately stout; his complexion was somewhat swarthy; his frame formed 
for endurance; his face indicative of resolution and firmness; his head well-balanced between the reflective and 
the executive faculties. His power and patience of labor were very extraordinary. His manners were those of 
easy dignity and considerate courtesy. An excellent portrait of the judge hangs in the chamber of the court. On 
the death of Judge Allen, Chief Judge Church, who was so soon to follow him, read a memorial in the court, 
from which the following is extracted : "We cannot on this occasion enter into a proper consideration of the 
judicial character and labors of the distinguished judge who but a few days since sat with us on bench, and 
whose loss will be felt and deplored not by the bench and bar of the State alone, but by the whole country. The 
first thirty-nine volumes of Barbour's Reports contain the published opinions of Judge Allen, pronounced by him 
while a judge of the Supreme Court. They attest his eminent ability, the fullness of his learning, a firm, 
intelligent and comprehensive grasp of the most difficult questions in the law, and the wisdom which he brought 
to bear in adjusting a new system of practice and procedure to the solution of legal controversies. The same 
qualities which distinguished him in the Supreme Court marked his judicial labors in the Court of Appeals. He 
was fertile in resource, patient and laborious in the investigation of causes, and unswerving in his adherence to 
his convictions. His knowledge of constitutional and commercial law, and his clear apprehension of their 
principles were especially conspicuous. Some of us have been intimately associated with him on the bench of 
this court since its organization, eight years ago, and others for lesser periods, and we unite in bearing testimony 
to his great qualities as a judge, to the facility with which he could comprehend and formulate the principles 
applicable to the most difficult and complicated cases, to his untiring industry and conscientious performance of 
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his duty, and above all, to his independence of judicial judgment, and the fearlessness with which he adhered to 
and enforced his conviction of right. We never knew him to be influenced in the slightest degree by any attempt 
to bring popular prejudice or flattery to bear upon the judgment of the court. He was not only independent, but 
upright and just. Such is a skeleton of his public life. How slenderly it exhibits the many years of mental labor, 
the firm, intelligent, conscientious and courageous administration of public trusts which distinguished him! For a 
fuller history of them, resort must be had to the public annals of the State, to the records of the courts, the reports 
of their decisions, and to the memories of our judges and lawyers, and of the citizens of the Commonwealth. He 
was truly a man of distinction among his contemporaries; a distinction of the sort to be coveted, for it was 
reached by the qualities which exalt the character, and it took no advantage by false pretensions. Through an 
extended life he was an honor to his race, to his profession of the law, and to his judicial office; and just as men 
are lamenting that the arbitrary provision of the Constitution would soon take him from the bench in the ripeness 
of his character, his talents and his powers, the Almighty Hand, in its wisdom, has removed him from earth. 
Even 'beyond the circle of those private affections which cannot but shrink from the inroads of death,' there is a 
'grief for the departure of the eminently good and wise.' His personal character was of the highest order. He, took 
no step outside the path of a wise sobriety and exemplary rectitude. His judgments and his life were in accord. 
He was simple and modest. He was kind in nature, affable in discourse, of warm social impulses, sensible of the 
claims of his fellows, and' prompt in rendering all the dues of neighborhood. His warm and impulsive nature was 
held under restraint of reason, and of the religion he professed and practiced." 
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HON. MARTIN GROVER 

MARTIN GROVER was born in the town of Laurens, Otsego county, New York, on the 20th of October, 1811. 
He was educated at Hartwick Academy in that county. He studied law with the Hon. William G. Angel, at 
Angelica, Allegany county, New York, and on being admitted to practice, at the age of twenty-one, he entered 
into partnership with Mr. Angel at that place. This partnership continued until 1844, when Mr. Grover was 
elected a representative in Congress. He then took into partnership Lewis Simons, Esq. He served one term in 
Congress. He continued to practice law at Angelica until 1857, when he was elected to fill a vacancy on the 
bench of the Supreme Court in the eighth judicial district, caused by the resignation of the Hon. James Mullett. 
This tenure lasted until 1859, when he was elected to that place for the full term of eight years. He sat as ex-
officio judge of the Court of Appeals during the years 1859 and 1867. In the fall of 1867, on the expiration of his 
Supreme Court judgeship, he was elected a judge of the Court of Appeals for the term of eight years. He served 
under this tenure until June, 1870, when the court being abolished by the new Judiciary Article of the 
Constitution and the present court being formed, he was elected an associate judge of the new court for the term 
of fourteen years. He served in this capacity until his death, which occurred August 23, 1875 — an event 
undoubtedly hastened by severe and unremitting judicial labor, carried on with too little regard to health. 

Judge Grover was a man of large professional learning, untiring industry, and an almost unparalleled power of 
application; of unerring common sense and a keen appreciation of humor; of quick perception and broad 
comprehension; of sturdy honesty and boldly independent judgment; of a deep love of right and justice and 
hearty scorn of wrong; holding his opinions with extreme firmness, but candid and reasonable in spirit; 
sometimes restive under argument, always patient in investigation; of plain manners and blunt demeanor, 
sacrificing not to the graces, and but little to the usages of polite society; of robust and massive frame, heavy in 
movement but not devoid of a simple dignity; careless in his dress, unostentatious, democratic. Like Othello, he 
was rude in speech; like Ulysses, he was subtly wise. 

His native power, sagacity, shrewdness and knowledge of men, combined with his ample and ready learning and 
a forcible elocution, made him always a popular and formidable advocate. In his career as justice of the Supreme 
Court, at circuit, he dispatched business with celerity and impressed his opinions on juries with practical effect. 
Upon the appellate bench he often made himself a thorn in the side of lawyers by looking through the printed 
cases and arguments at the outset, or in hours snatched from sleep and eating, out of court, possessing himself of 
the vital point at a glance, and interrupting counsel and directing their attention to it by some such remark as, "I 
don't think there's much in that point; suppose you skip to the third," or whatever it might be. He was quite prone 
to assume to direct affairs in that high court, despite the presence of the chief judge, who was sometimes 
evidently amused, seldom visibly annoyed, at the interference. The opinions of Judge Grover pronounced in the 
Court of Appeals, unembellished in style, are among the most learned and forcible in our recent reports. 

Judge Grover's political service although brief was influential and memorable. A life-long Democrat, he showed 
his independence, his elevation above partisanship, and his foresight, by running counter to the course of his 
party on the vital question of our politics at that early day. His term embraced that period when the question of 
slavery in the territories began to agitate the public mind and engross the attention of Congress. Judge Grover, 
with a few other northern Democrats, felt that the extreme limit of justifiable concession to slavery had been 
reached, and he manifested his belief in one of the most dignified, original and able speeches made on the 
subject during that exciting period. He was chairman of that famous meeting of northern Democrats, composed 
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of Mr. Hamlin of Maine, George Rathbun, Preston King and himself from New York, and David Wilmot of 
Pennsylvania, and others, when the Wilmot proviso had its birth. This celebrated measure took its name from the 
report made to Congress by Mr. Wilmot as chairman of a committee appointed at that meeting by the presiding 
officer. 

A very unsatisfactory portrait of Judge Grover hangs on the walls of the Court of Appeals chamber, but a 
portraiture of his mental characteristics, drawn by the pen of a master, may be found in the proceedings of the 
court upon his death, and preserved in the fifty-ninth volume of their reports. From this we extract the following: 

"There were other features of his character with which the public had less to do, but which made him an 
agreeable, entertaining and instructive associate. He had lived much among his fellow-men, and knew well their 
foibles and weaknesses, and their sterling qualities and better traits. A great power of observation, and a happy 
faculty of description and narration, lit up with an agile and diffusive humor, and set in a style of expression 
quaint and droll in form of words and mode of utterance, seized and kept the attention of auditors. His 
intercourse with men who were leading and influential in the Nation and State, in both of which he had played 
no very minor part; his knowledge of public affairs and his practical wisdom, made his reflections upon all of 
the topics which interest the men of today useful and suggestive. 

"No doubt there were shades in his character; there will be when there are great prominences to cast them. He 
was very real and practical, and hence not pleased with forms, nor observant of conventionalities, or at times of 
courtesies. He was so quick to perceive and correct to judge, that it fretted him to slack his pace for a plodder, 
and he was sometimes abrupt. His humor was so lively and mastering, that it sometimes jostled dignity, and 
even decorum. The rough struggles of early life, not smiled upon by fortune, had calloused, somewhat, his 
natural finer feelings, and he did not always touch with tender finger the failings of others, There was, however, 
a well-spring of sympathy and kindness, of which those know best among his rural neighbors, who have ever 
found him a ready and unpaid adviser, a discreetly generous helper, a most lenient creditor. 

"His rugged constitution and physical frame of power at last yielded to the silent, weary, unremitted labor, too 
seldom alternating with the relaxations common with men of less assiduity of pursuit. He died before the 
measure of his years was full, and with a regretful sense that there should have yet more time been spared to 
him, for yet more service. But he has left a noble fame, the record of a life clear and clean in its aims, pure in 
public ways and private paths, full of busy, useful labors, and of duties well discharged, and crowned with 
honor." 
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HON. RUFUS W. PECKHAM. 

RUFUS WHEELER PECKHAM was born in Rensselaerville, Albany county, New York, December 20, 1809. 
When he was young, his father removed with his family to Otsego county, and settled near Cooperstown. He 
was prepared for college at Hartwick Seminary in that county under the instruction of Rev. Dr. Hazelius. He 
entered Union College in 1825, at the age of sixteen, and graduated with honor, especially in the classics, two 
years later in a class which furnished a remarkable number of distinguished men, Having an elder brother, a 
physician, settled in Utica, he went to that city on graduation, and studied law in the office of Bronson — 
Beardsley, a firm composed of Greene C. Bronson and Samuel Beardsley, two of the most distinguished lawyers 
of our State, each of whom subsequently became chief justice. Here he formed a friendship with Mr. Beardsley 
which lasted through life. On admission to the bar in 1830, he formed a partnership with another elder brother, 
George, established at Albany, and soon took a place in the front rank with such advocates as Samuel Stevens, 
Marcus T. Reynolds and Henry G. Wheaton, three of the most brilliant advocates ever known to our bar. In 
1838, at the age of twenty-nine, he was appointed by Governor Marcy district attorney of the city and county of 
Albany. He continued in this office until 1841, when he was succeeded by Henry G. Wheaton, who was 
appointed by Governor Seward. In 1845 he was a candidate before the Legislature for the office of attorney-
general, but was defeated by the distinguished John Van Buren, by one vote. In the fall of 1852, he was elected a 
representative in Congress from Albany, and took his seat in the first year of President Pierce's administration. 
On the expiration of his congressional term he resumed practice at Albany, associating with himself Lyman 
Tremain, one of the most eloquent advocates of his day. This firm transacted a large and important business. In 
1857 Mr. Peckham was an unsuccessful candidate for the office of justice of the Supreme Court. In 1859 he 

visited Europe in company with his professional instructor and life-long friend, Chief Justice Beardsley.
[1]

 On 
his return in 1859 he was nominated and elected to the Supreme Court justiceship by a large majority over Ira 
Harris, one of the ablest men and most excellent judges that our State has ever known. At the close of his term of 
eight years he was re-nominated and re-elected without opposition, no candidate being named against him. He 
sat as ex-officio judge of the Court of Appeals in the year 1866. In 1870, before the close of his term, he was 
elected an associate judge of the Court of Appeals for the term of fourteen years. Considerably broken in health 
and exhausted by the severity of his long judicial service, he sailed for Europe in 1873 on the steamer Ville du 
Havre for rest and recreation, and with his wife perished in the wreck of that steamer on the 22d of November, 
1873. He left two sons, Wheeler H. Peckham, of New York city, and Rufus W. Peckham, of Albany, children of 
his first wife, daughter of the Rev. Dr. Lacey, formerly rector of St. Peter's Church at Albany, both of whom are 
still living and are distinguished members of their father's profession. 

Although originally well grounded in the learning of his profession, and retaining its principles in a tenacious 
memory, Judge Peckham's habits of life were not sufficiently studious to make him what is commonly called a 
learned lawyer. His capacities were perhaps better adapted to the calling of the advocate than that of the judge, 
and possibly he was more aptly fitted for and happier in the position of a nisi prius judge than in that of a judge 
of an appellate court. Not only as an advocate but as a judge he exercised a dominant influence over juries. He 
not only carried his advocacy on to the bench, but he believed that it was the duty of the judge to let the jury 
know which side he thought right, and to endeavor to produce a verdict on that side. His strong expressions, 
powerfully urged, and emphasized by what one has aptly called his "spectral finger," were all-controlling in his 
nisi prius courts. This dangerous tendency probably produced as little ill effect in his case as in any judge who 

has brought similar theories and practice to the bench.
[2]

 As an appellate judge his opinions were not 
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distinguished for exhaustive examinations of precedents. He loved rather to deal with cases on principle, and the 
reports contain many opinions from his pen, unadorned and unambitious, but marked by logical power and 
directness. 

Judge Peckham was a man of strong passions and prejudices, and likewise of hearty and generous sympathies. 
Under a somewhat austere exterior and demeanor he hid a warm and tender heart. He put an habitual restraint 
upon his strong emotions. His positive and uncompromising nature made him many temporary enemies and 
hosts of life-long and devoted friends. His peculiarities may now and then, unconsciously to himself, have 
warped his judicial judgment, but no one ever seriously denied that he was a conspicuously honest man. He 
always struggled to attain what he thought right and just, treading straight onward toward his mark, dealing the 
blows of an athlete, and crushing without mercy what he thought wrong and fraudulent in his resistless course. It 
must be said that his keen and intuitive sense of justice and his innate knowledge of human nature generally 
protected him from error. He made up his mind only after patient hearing, examination and deliberate reflection. 
In so strong and positive a nature his patience was indeed singular. He was impatient of nothing but fraud and 
wrong. He deserves the fame which he has received, of a just judge, and his second election, without opposition, 
was a noticeable tribute of public confidence and honor. 

Judge Peckham's honesty and independence shone bright in his congressional career. A Democrat, he refused to 
be bound by party ties when questions which he deemed vital to the prosperity and honor of the country were in 
issue. He spoke and voted against the famous Nebraska bill, and foretold with astonishing forecast the effects 
which that measure produced. 

If it needed any thing to endear Judge Peckham to our State and keep his memory green, his tragic fate supplied 
the defect. His contemporaries love to bring before the mind's eye that heroic form on the deck of the sinking 
ship, the central figure of a group of dependent and shrinking friends his wife among them — looking to him for 
comfort and sustaining power, and to recall those last words, so typical of the great nature, "If we are to go 
down, let us go down bravely!" His pitiful and untimely ending wrung a unanimous expression of sorrow, 
admiration and respect from the bench and bar of our State. The numerous bar meetings held throughout the 
State furnished the most heartfelt and eloquent tributes to his virtues. His surviving brethren in the Court of 
Appeals, in their official memorial of his death, thus expressed themselves: "His firmness, his learning and his 
fearlessness and independence in maintaining his convictions, guided always by a strong sense of justice, which 
was a distinguishing feature of his character, won the confidence and respect of the bar and bench, and of all 
with whom he was associated." "His candor in discussion, patience under opposition his uniform courtesy to his 
associates, his kindness and tenderness of feeling, evinced a manly and generous nature, and so endeared him to 
us, both as a man and a colleague, that his death is felt by us as a family affliction." The venerable Chief Justice 
Beardsley was not called on to mourn his younger friend, for he preceded him a year; but the judge's elder 
brother and former partner, George, died suddenly with grief and horror at the news of the tragic fate of his 
beloved and favorite brother. 

As his contemporaries love to review his traits of mind and heart, so they delight to recall his physical image. He 
was one of the most distinguished-looking men in the State. He had the form of an Apollo and a face like a 
Spanish grandee's looking out from a frame of Velasquez. Erect and soldierly, always elegantly dressed; moving 
with a natural dignity, only enhanced by a slight accidental lameness; his complexion ruddy, his features strong 
and noble, his hair gray and waving, with no beard save a gray moustache; his were a form and a face once seen 
never to be forgotten, and they are depicted with their true grace but scarcely with their proper strength in his 

portrait now hanging on the wall of the Court of Appeals chamber.
[3]

 

 

Footnotes
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Footnote 1: In 1857 Mr. Beardsley was engaged in the argument before the Court of Appeals of the famous case 
of Curtis v. Leavitt, and at every spare moment pursued his studies in the State Library. The writer, then a law 
student, saw Mr. Peckham one afternoon come into the Library approach Mr. Beardsley, stand for a moment 
with visible affection and amusement watching the venerable man closely poring over his books and 
unconscious of his presence, and then in his hearty, deep tones exclaim, "Come, old, friend, throw away those 
books, and come out and take a trot with me!" This visit and this invitation were repeated nearly every 
afternoon, and it was a touching thing to see the tenderness with which the stalwart Peckham supported the 
feeble steps and guided the feeble sight of his old friend down the aisle. 

Footnote 2: Many years ago Judge Peckham presided at the trial, at the Albany Oyer and Terminer, of one 
Gordon for the murder of Thompson. The weapon with which the murder was committed was a rough stick used 
in baling hay. Convinced of the prisoner's guilt, the judge made one of his strong charges, and on coming down 
from the bench he accosted Judge John K. Porter with, "Well, John, what do you think of that charge?" "Well, 
Judge," replied Judge Porter, "I must say that I think you have killed Gordon as effectually as he killed 
Thompson, and with just about as blunt a weapon." 

Footnote 3: The brilliant John T. Brady said it was worth a journey from New York city to Albany, to see Mr. 
Peckham walk up State street. 
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HON. CHARLES JAMES FOLGER

LATELY Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals, now Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, was born on 
the island of Nantucket, State of Massachusetts, April 16, 1818. His Father was a native of the same island, and 
his paternal ancestors settled there nearly two hundred years ago. His Mother was a native of London, England, 
where her ancestors had lived for many years. In 1830 the family moved to Geneva, New York, and this has 
been the residence of Judge Folger since that time. His preparatory education was obtained in the common and 
select schools of Nantucket, at the Plainfield Academy, Connecticut, and at Geneva, now Hobart College, where 
he graduated at the age of eighteen. In addition to the usual degrees of the college course, Judge Folger has 
received the honorary degree of LL. D. from Hobart and Rutgers Colleges. Immediately after graduating, he 
commenced the study of law in the office of Mark H. Sibley and Alvah Worden at Canandaigua. He also read 
for a time with Bowen Whiting of Geneva, and John M. Holley of Lyons, and was admitted to the bar in 1839, at 
the age of twenty-one, when he immediately commenced the practice of his profession. In 1844 he was 
appointed, under the system then prevailing, to be first Judge of the Court of Common Pleas for Ontario county, 
and he was also subsequently appointed to be Master and Examiner in Chancery. In 1851, the choice of judge 
having been vested in the people by the new Constitution, Judge Folger was elected to the position of County 
Judge of Ontario county, and held the position for four years. In 1861 he was elected State Senator from Ontario 
district and served continuously until 1869, including the session for that year. He held high rank in the Senate 
during his service, being President pro tem. for four years and Chairman of the Judiciary Committee for his 
whole term of service in the Senate. In 1869 he was re-elected to the State Senate but resigned to accept an 
appointment from President Grant as Assistant Treasurer of the United States at New York. He continued in the 
latter position until 1870, when he resigned upon being elected Associate Judge of the Court of Appeals. In 
1867, while a State Senator, he was chosen a member of the Constitutional Convention and was appointed to the 
important position of Chairman of the Judiciary Committee of that body. Mr. Folger was appointed, at the death 
of Chief Judge Church, to fill the vacancy thus caused, and in November following he was elected by the people 
to the same high office. In politics Judge Folger was originally a Democrat, but with such men as Silas Wright, 
belonged to what was known as the Radical wing of that party. He joined in the organization of the Republican 
party and soon became one of its prominent leaders. It was well known that General Garfield early placed the 
name of Judge Folger among his most available names for Cabinet appointments, and, after calling him to 
Mentor, offered him the position of Attorney-General, which Judge Folger did not deem it expedient to accept. 
He has now become Secretary of the Treasury of the United States at the invitation of President Arthur. 

New York has lost a laborious and pains-taking judge, but the United States has gained an official that inspires 
confidence by his fitness for judging of those cases that come before the Treasury Department for decision. In 
person Judge Folger is near six feet in height, large in body, grave and dignified in demeanor, but animated in 
the excitement of conversation or debate. 
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HON. CHARLES ANDREWS

CHIEF Judge of the Court of Appeals, is a native of Whitestown, Oneida County, N. Y., where he was born 
May 27, 1827. His education was acquired in the common schools of his native place, and at Oneida Conference 
Seminary, at Cazenovia, New York. 

He commenced the study of law immediately after leaving school, in the office of Sedgwick — Outwater, in 
Syracuse, and was admitted to the bar at the General Term in the Fifth District, January 4, 1849, at the age of 
twenty-two years. In 1851 he formed a partnership with the Hon. Charles B, Sedgwick, under the firm name of 
Sedgwick — Andrews. Of this firm, Hon. George N. Kennedy became a member in 1855, and of this firm Mr. 
Andrews continued a member till his election as judge. He was elected Associate Judge of the Court of Appeals 
May 17, 1870, the term of service commencing July 1 of the same year. 

Mr. Andrews held various official positions before his election as judge. He was elected District Attorney of 
Onondaga county for three years, from November, 1853, and Mayor of Syracuse for three terms, 1861, 1862 and 
1868. He was also Delegate at large to the Constitutional Convention in 1867, 1868. On the retirement of Chief 
Judge Folger to accept the office of Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, Judge Andrews was 
promoted to his place by appointment from Governor Cornell. He resides in the city of Syracuse. 
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HON. CHARLES A. RAPALLO

OF New York city, Associate Judge of the Court of Appeals, was born in New York city, September 15, 1823, 
and has throughout his life been a resident of the metropolis. His Father, Anthony Rapallo, came from Italy to 
this country early in the present century, and was eminent in New York city for his accomplishments both as a 
lawyer and as a linguist. In the year 1819 he married Miss Elizabeth Gould, the daughter of Benjamin Gould, of 
Massachusetts, who served in the Revolutionary army throughout the war, and the sister of Benjamin A. Gould, 
of Boston, a member of an extensive East India business house in that city, and of Hannah F. Gould, the poetess. 
Judge Rapallo, the subject of this sketch, was educated entirely by his Father, attending neither school nor 
college. In 1837, when he was fourteen years of age, he commenced the study of law in his Father's office, and 
continued his studies there and with Jonathan Miller for seven years, at the conclusion of which time he was 
admitted to the practice of law. He pursued the practice of his profession in partnership with J. Blunt from 1845 
to 1848, and with H. F. Clark from 1848 to 1867. Until this time Judge Rapallo had devoted himself entirely to 
his profession, and had never actively engaged in politics or held any public position. In the year 1870, however, 
he was one of the Democratic candidates for Associate Judge of the Court of Appeals, and was elected by a large 
majority. In 1880 he received the unanimous nomination of the Democratic party for Chief Judge against Hon. 
Charles J. Folger, but being a Presidential year he was defeated, with his party. 
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HON. THEODORE MILLER

ASSOCIATE Judge of the Court of Appeals, was born at Hudson, New York. His paternal ancestry was from a 
Holland family that came to this country in 1650 and settled in Albany, but subsequently removed to Claverack, 
Columbia county, New York. His Father was a graduate of Columbia College, a lawyer of eminence, and was at 
one time associated in practice with ex-President Van Buren. 

Mr. Miller's preparatory education was acquired at the Hudson Academy, where he fitted for the junior year in 
college, thus securing a very thorough classical course. At the age of sixteen he commenced the study of law, 
and was admitted to the bar when only twenty-one years of age. He at once commenced the practice of his 
profession at Hudson. In 1843 he was appointed by the old Court of Common Pleas District Attorney of 
Columbia county. Immediately after his appointment the anti-rent war broke out in that county, and it required 
all the power of the authorities to subdue it. Mr. Miller was efficient in carrying on the prosecution which 
resulted in the restoration of law and order, and established for himself a high professional reputation. He was 
reappointed to the same office in 1846. After enjoying a large and successful practice, in 1861 he was elected 
Justice of the Supreme Court in the Third Judicial District. The vote in Hudson, where he resided, was almost 
unanimous. In 1869 he was re-elected without opposition. In 1870, upon the re-organization of the court under 
the amendment of the Constitution, he was appointed by Governor Hoffman Presiding Justice of the General 
Term in the Third Judicial Department, embracing twenty-eight counties. In 1874 he was elected Judge of the 
Court of Appeals, in the place of the late Judge Peckham, by a majority of about fifty thousand, receiving two 
thousand five hundred majority in his own county, the same that he received at his first election to the Supreme 
bench. 

Judge Miller has devoted his time and talents to the profession of law, and has most honorably filled the high 
places to which he has been called. His writings are to be found in the reports of the Supreme Court and Court of 
Appeals. He resides in Hudson. 
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HON. ROBERT EARL

ONE of the Associate Judges of the Court of Appeals, was born September 10, 1824, in Herkimer, New York, 
where he has always resided. His Father was of English descent, his Mother of German. His preparation for 
college was acquired at the Herkimer Academy, and his collegiate education at Union College, at Schenectady, 
where he graduated in 1845, having entered the junior class in 1843. After graduating he was for two years 
Principal of the Herkimer Academy, but choosing the profession of law, he entered the office of Hon. Charles 
Gray, of Herkimer, as a student, was admitted to the bar January 1, 1848, and at once commenced the practice of 
his profession. In the following spring he commenced the editing and publishing of the Herkimer Democrat, and 
continued this work for several years. In the practice of his profession he was associated as partner with his 
brother, S. Earl, Esq., under the firm name of S. — R. Earl. 

Judge Earl has been an exceedingly active man, as the record of his work shows, and he has been called to fill 
various places of official importance, He was a supervisor of Herkimer county in 1849 and 1860. He was, also, 
County Judge and Surrogate of Herkimer for a term of four years, commencing January 1, 1856. He was first 
elected Judge of the Court of Appeals in 1869, and from January 1 to July 1, 1870, served as Chief Judge of that 
court. Then by the new Constitution he became Commissioner of Appeals for three years, and by a subsequent 
amendment his term of service was extended to five years, to July 1, 1875. In November of this year he was 
appointed by Governor Tilden as Judge of the Court of Appeals, to fill the vacancy caused by the death of Judge 
Grover, and held office under that appointment till January 1, 1877. In the fall of 1876 he was elected Associate 
Judge of the Court of Appeals for the full term of fourteen years. 

Judge Earl received the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws from his Alma Mater, Union College, in 1874. 
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HON. GEORGE F. DANFORTH

ASSOCIATE Judge of the Court of Appeals, was born in Boston, Massachusetts, July 5, 1819. His Father, Isaac 
Danforth, and his Mother, Dolly Hutchins, were both natives of New Hampshire, and were of English ancestry. 

Mr. Danforth was prepared for college in the schools of Boston, and for a time he was member of the famous 
"Latin School" of that city. After completing his preparatory course, he entered Union College, at Schenectady, 
New York, at which institution he graduated. Soon after graduation he commenced the study of law in the office 
of the Hon. Jasper W. Gilbert, of Rochester, New York, and was admitted to the bar in 1843. From this time 
until January 1, 1879, Mr. Danforth was engaged in an extensive and laborious practice of his profession in the 
city where he first began as a law student, On January 1, 1879, he entered upon the duties of his present high 
position. 

Judge Danforth has been honored by the degree of Doctor of Laws from both Union and Hamilton Colleges. 
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HON. FRANCIS MILES FINCH

OF Ithaca, one of the Associate Judges of the Court of Appeals, was born in Ithaca, June 9, 1827. His Father's 
family were from Connecticut. His preparatory education was obtained chiefly at the academy in Ithaca, where 
he prepared for college, graduating at Yale in 1849, at the age of twenty-two. After graduation he returned to 
Ithaca and there read law and was admitted to the bar in 1850. He commenced the practice of his profession at 
once and has devoted almost the entire time to the duties of his profession either as advocate or judge. He began 
his work alone, but after a few years formed a partnership with Judge Henry S. Walbridge, and subsequently, 
from 1856, with Hon. Douglas Boardman for ten years. Since 1866 he has been again without a partner in 
business. 

During President Grant's first term, Mr. Finch held the office of Collector of Internal Revenue. In May, 1880, he 
was designated by Governor Cornell to fill the vacancy in the Court of Appeals caused by the promotion of 
Judge Folger to the position of Chief Judge, and in November, 1881, he was elected by the people to the same 
high position. 

Judge Finch has published no literary work, though he has a fondness for literary composition and writes readily. 
He received the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws from Hamilton College. 
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"The Public Service of the State of New York"

HON. BENJAMIN F. TRACY

ASSOCIATE Judge of the Court of Appeals, was born in Owego, Tioga county, New York, April 26, 1830. His 
preliminary education was obtained at the common schools of his native place and at Owego Academy. At the 
age of nineteen he began the study of law under direction of Nathaniel W. Davis, of Owego, and was admitted to 
practice as Attorney and Counselor in 1851. In 1853 he was elected by the Whig party as District Attorney of 
Tioga county. In 1856 he was again elected by an increased majority. In 1857 he formed a partnership with 
Gilbert C. Walker, and this firm, which afterwards became Warner, Tracy — Walker, enjoyed a very extensive 
practice in Tioga county. In 1861 Mr. Tracy was elected Member of the Assembly by the Republicans and War 
Democrats, and at once became a prominent member of that body. At the expiration of his term he gave himself 
again to the practice of his profession till the war of the Rebellion called him to the defense of his country. He 
personally recruited two regiments, accepted the command of the One Hundred and Ninth, and reported to 
General Wool at Baltimore. In 1864 his regiment joined Burnside's corps, then under command of General 
Grant. Colonel Tracy was in the battle of the Wilderness, and on May 6 his regiment lost more than eighty men 
in killed and wounded, He fell exhausted on the field, but refused to leave it. After three days' fighting at 
Spottsylvania he was compelled to surrender his command on account of illness. In the following September he 
again entered the service as Colonel of the One Hundred and Twenty-seventh colored troops. Subsequently he 
was ordered to the command of the military post at Elmira, New York. 

At the close of the war Mr. Tracy became a member of the firm of Benedict, Burr — Benedict, New York. In 
1866 he was appointed United States District Attorney for Eastern New York, and rendered important service in 
punishing offenders against the revenue laws. In 1873 Mr. Tracy resumed practice in the city of Brooklyn. 

On the appointment of Judge Andrews to be Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals, in 1881, Mr. Tracy was 
appointed Associate Judge by Governor Cornell, to fill the vacancy so caused. 
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"The Public Service of the State of New York"

EDWIN O. PERRIN

CLERK of the Court of Appeals, was born December 3, 1822, in Springfield, Ohio. He acquired his education at 
the Springfield Academy, afterward studied law under Hon. Samson Mason and was admitted to the bar in 1842. 
He subsequently removed to Memphis, Tennessee, and engaged in the practice of his profession. He was Navy 
Agent at Memphis for several years, under President Taylor. In 1857 he accompanied Robert J. Walker to 
Kansas and took an active part in the canvass against the Lecompton Constitution. In the presidential campaign 
of 1860 he accompanied and assisted Stephen A. Douglass in his canvass of the State of Maine. In 1861 he was 
dispatched by Secretary Cameron to New Mexico on a confidential mission, where he served with the command 
of the famous Kit Carson. He was subsequently nominated by President Johnson for Chief Judge of the Supreme 
Court of Utah Territory, but his nomination was rejected by an unfriendly Senate, as was also his nomination for 
Internal Revenue Assessor of the First District of New York. Mr. Perrin has been Secretary of five Democratic 
National Conventions. In 1868 he was elected Clerk of the Court of Appeals, and was appointed to the same 
position by the Court in 1870. 
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"The Public Service of the State of New York"

HIRAM E. SICKELS

STATE Reporter, was born June 24, 1827, at Albion, Orleans county, New York, His Father was of Dutch 
descent, his Mother of German. His general education was acquired at the Albion Academy, and his law studies 
were pursued in the office of Curtis — Stone, of Albion. He was admitted to the bar in 1848, and has since been 
engaged in the active practice of his profession, with the exception of three years spent in the army during the 
war of the Rebellion. He entered the Union army August 26, 1862, as First Lieutenant of the Seventeenth New 
York Volunteer Battery of Light Artillery, and was discharged June 12, 1865, with the rank of Brevet Captain. 
He participated in the capture of Fort Fisher, and in nearly all the engagements around Richmond, in the final 
capture of the enemy's works in front of Petersburg, and in the pursuit of Lee's army to Appomattox Court 
House. Mr. Sickels removed to Albany in 1871, and in February of the following year was appointed to his 
present position of State Reporter of the Court of Appeals. 
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"The Public Service of the State of New York"

Justices of the Supreme Court

Noah Davis

     PRESIDING Justice of the General Term of the Supreme Court, First Department, was sixty-two years of 
age September 10, 1881. He was engaged in the practice of his profession in Albion, Orleans county, until April 
3, 1857, when he was appointed a Justice of the Supreme Court in the Eighth District by Governor John A. 
King; was elected to the full term in November of the same year, and was re-elected at the general election in 
1865. Mr. Davis resigned the office of Justice of the Supreme Court in 1868, and was elected a Representative in 
Congress in November, taking his seat March 4. 1869. While holding this position, he was appointed by 
President Grant United States District Attorney for the Southern District of New York, and removed to the city 
of New York. He was nominated and elected to the office of Justice of the Supreme Court in the First Judicial 
District in 1872. He was appointed Associate Justice of the General Term, First Department, January 2, 1873, 
and Presiding Justice December 24 of the same year, by Governor Dix. His term as a Justice of the Supreme 
Court will expire December 31, 1886. 
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"The Public Service of the State of New York"

Justices of the Supreme Court

Abraham R. Lawrence

 

     ABRAHAM RIKER LAWRANCE was born in the city of New York on the 19th of September, 1832. His 
ancestors for many generations were Americans, but his early ancestors were English and Dutch. He was 
educated in the city of New York and practiced in that city continuously from the time of his admission to the 
bar, in October, 1853, until elected a Justice of the Supreme Court. He was a member of the Constitutional 
Convention in 1867 and 1868, and was elected a Justice of the Supreme Court in the First Judicial District in 
November, 1873, taking his seat January 1, 1874. Although these are the only offices to which he has been 
elected, he was a candidate for the position of District Attorney in 1861, and for the Mayoralty in 1872 He 
resides in the city of New York. 
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"The Public Service of the State of New York"

Justices of the Supreme Court

John Riker Brady

 

     JUSTICE of the Supreme Court in the First Judicial District, was born in the city of New York, in the year 
1821, of Irish parentage, his Father and Mother both being natives of Ireland. 
      He began his early education in the once well-known "Casserly" school of New York city, but his classical 
course was completed under the direction of his Father, who was an accomplished linguist and skillful teacher. 
He was admitted to the bar in 1842, and first began practice while in his father's office. Subsequently, he was 
associated for a time with his brother, but until within two years of the time of his election as Judge of the Court 
of Common Pleas, he practiced alone in the city of New York. He was elected to this office in 1856, in place of 
Lewis B. Woodruff, and by re-election continued to serve until called to a higher position. In 1869 he was 
elected Justice of the Supreme Court, and has since been re-elected to the same office. In both elections he was 
accepted as candidate by all political parties, so that he was honored by an election without opposition. In 1872 
he was appointed Associate Justice of the General Term in the First Department. 
      Judge Brady has been a frequent contributor to journals and reviews, and he has gratuitously rendered 
important service to religious and other organizations by the delivery of lectures and addresses. He was for some 
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years President of the Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick, and as a presiding officer on public occasions he is 
unsurpassed. He is recognized not only as a Judge learned in the law, but as a gentleman of high social and 
intellectual culture. 
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"The Public Service of the State of New York"

Justices of the Supreme Court

George Carter Barrett

     OF New York City, Justice of the Supreme Court in the First Judicial District, was born in Dublin, Ireland, 
July 28, 1838. His ancestors, as far back as they can be traced, were Irish Protestants of the Church of England. 
His Father, the Rev. Gilbert Carter Barrett, a graduate of Trinity College, Dublin, and a Clergyman of the 
Church of England, came to Canada when his son was six years of age, as a missionary among the Canadian 
Indians. His Father having died after seven years' service, the son at the age of thirteen came to the city of New 
York, where he has since lived. His education at this place was continued in the Columbia College Grammar 
School, and he spent one year as Freshman in the College. Subsequently, for a time, he gave himself to general 
literary work, and his writings have been quite extensive as editorials, reviews, etc. While pursuing his law 
studies in the office of Van Cott, Cady & Smales, he acted as managing clerk of that firm. After entering upon 
the practice of his profession, he was first associated in business with James B. Brinsmade, and later with Amasa 
A. Redfleld. 
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     Mr. Barrett was President of the Young Men's Municipal Reform Association, and was also one of the 
counsel that obtained and sustained at the Special Term the injunction which led to the appointment of Andrew 
H. Green as Deputy Comptroller, and the substantial retirement from active duties of Richard B. Connolly as 
Comptroller. 
     At the age of twenty-five Mr. Barrett was elected Justice of the Sixth Judicial District Court of the city of 
New York. After serving four years he resigned and was at once elected Judge of the Court of Common Pleas 
for two years to fill a vacancy. After holding this office one year and nine months he resigned and entered once 
more upon the practice of his profession, which he continued till the Fall of 1871, when he was elected to the 
bench of the Supreme Court for fourteen years by a combination of all the parties united for municipal reform. 
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"The Public Service of the State of New York"

Justices of the Supreme Court

Charles Donohue

     JUSTICE of the Supreme Court in the first Judicial District, was born in the city of New York, April 14, 
1825 of Irish parentage. He received a very thorough common school education in the St. Peter's Grammar 
School of his native city. 
     After completing these preparatory studies, he entered the law office of Burr & Benedict, where he acted as 
clerk as well as student, thus gaining an intimate acquaintance with the practical business of the firm. He was 
admitted to the bar in 1846. The firm of Burr & Benedict was very largely engaged in admiralty cases. Mr. 
Donohue was thus enabled, early in his professional life, to become learned and eminent in this branch of law 
business; and all the firms of which he became a member made admiralty cases a special part of their business. 
Nash & Donohue was the name of the first firm of which Mr. Donohue was a member. The well-known lawyers 
with whom Judge Donohue was subsequently associated in business were Welcome R. Beebe, Col. George F. 
Betts, Hon. John Cochrane, Hon. Gilbert Dean and Hon. Erastus Cooke. He was thus in the active practice of his 
profession in the city of New York from the time of his admission to the bar till the time of his accession to the 
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Supreme bench in 1874. 
     So thoroughly had Mr. Donohue become identified with that branch of law relating to admiralty cases, that at 
the time of his election as Justice he probably had no superior in the city; and some even doubted if this special 
line of practice would not in a measure unfit him for dealing with the details of a common-law tribunal. But his 
extensive knowledge and rapid comprehension of cases happily disappointed those who had such doubts. Few 
men have been able to accomplish so much work as a Judge in so thorough and satisfactory a manner. 
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"The Public Service of the State of New York"

Justices of the Supreme Court

Joseph Folger Barnard

     PRESIDING Justice of the General Term, Second Department, was born on the 18th of September, 1823. 
His Father was a native of Nantucket, Massachusetts, and his Mother was of English birth. His preparatory 
education was acquired at the Dutchess County Academy. From this institution he entered Yale College, where 
he graduated with honor and entered upon the study of the law. Justice Barnard never turned aside from the 
course he had determined to pursue, and in 1844, when only twenty-one years of age, he was admitted to the bar 
and began at once the practice of his profession in the city of Poughkeepsie, where he still resides. He was first 
elected to the bench of the Supreme Court in 1863, and in 1871 he was unanimously re-elected to the same 
office, which he now holds. The same interest in the legal profession which brought him so early into its active 
and successful practice, has kept him through all these years a studious member of the bar and bench. He has 
never turned aside for business outside of his profession nor for political preferment, though as a citizen he has 
been willing to bear his share of the duties of municipal administration, and he was for many years a member of 
the city government of Poughkeepsie. He was appointed Presiding Justice of the General Term, Second 
Department, in 1870. 
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"The Public Service of the State of New York"

Justices of the Supreme Court

Edgar M. Cullen

     JUSTICE of the Supreme Court in the Second Judicial District, resides in the city of Brooklyn, where he was 
born December 4, 1843. He graduated at Columbia College in 1860, is a lawyer by profession and entered the 
military service of the country soon after the commencement of the war of the Rebellion. He was appointed a 
Lieutenant in the United States Army in march, 1862, and Colonel of the Ninety-sixth Regiment, New York 
State Volunteers, in December following, which position he held until April, 1865, when he resigned. He is a 
Democrat, and was Assistant District Attorney of kings county in 1871. He was elected to office he now holds in 
November, 1860. 
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"The Public Service of the State of New York"

Justices of the Supreme Court

Jasper W. Gilbert

     OF Brooklyn, Justice of the Supreme Court in the Second Judicial District, was born at Rome, Oneida 
county, New York, January 15, 1812. 
     His general education was obtained at the Academies of Lowville and Watertown, N. Y. His law studies were 
pursued under direction of Vice-Chancellor Frederick Whittlesey, at Rochester, New York. At this place also he 
commenced the practice of his profession in July, 1835, and continued there till 1847, in the meantime holding 
the offices of Attorney and Counselor of said city from 1839 to 1841, and of District Attorney of Monroe county 
from 1841 to 1845. After leaving Rochester he was engaged in the practice of law in New York and Brooklyn 
till 1865, the time of his election to the Supreme Court. He entered upon the duties of this office January 1, 
1866, and was re-elected in 1873. He was appointed Associate Justice of the General Term, Second Department, 
in 1870. 
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"The Public Service of the State of New York"

Justices of the Supreme Court

Jackson O. Dykman

     JUSTICE of the Supreme Court in the Second Judicial District, was born in the town of Patterson, Putnam 
county, N. Y. He is descended from the Dykman family of Harlem, who came here from Holland. His early 
years were spent on a farm before the railroads opened this section, and while as yet the North river sloops were 
the regular means of passage to New York city. His education began in the common schools of the vicinage and 
the High School or Academy at Peekskill — beyond these it is the product of his own research. He taught in 
neighboring common schools until his choice of profession was made, and then studied law in Peekskill in the 
office of William Nelson, District Attorney of Westchester county and a leader of the local bar. He commenced 
practice in Cold Spring in Putnam county, and was School Commissioner, and later District Attorney. 
     In 1866, he removed to White Plains, the county seat of Westchester, and served one term as District 
Attorney. In 1875 he was elected Justice of the Supreme Court of the State, and was appointed Associate Justice 
of the General Term, Second Department. 
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"The Public Service of the State of New York"

Justices of the Supreme Court

Calvin Edward Pratt

     JUSTICE of the Supreme Court in the Second Judicial District, was born in Princeton, Massachusetts, 
January 23, 1828, His Father was Edward A. Pratt, and his Grandfather Captain Joseph Pratt, of Shrewsbury, 
Massachusetts. His Mother's maiden name was Stratten, She was a native of Princeton. 
     Mr. Pratt received a preparatory education for college at the Wilbraham and Worcester Academies, after 
which he entered the office of Hon. Henry Chapin as a student of law, in Worcester, Massachusetts. He 
commenced the practice of his profession in Worcester and continued there till 1859, when he removed to New 
York city and formed a partnership with L. A. Fuller which continued till 1861, when Mr. Pratt left the business 
of law for the service of his country, as a soldier. In 1863, having resigned his position in the army, he returned 
to Brooklyn and entered into partnership with Grenville T. Jenks, Esquire. Subsequently, he formed a 
partnership with Hon. James Emott, Hon. Joshua M. Van Cott and with General P. S. Crooke and John H. 
Bergen. 
     Mr. Pratt served as Justice of the Peace for several years while a resident of Massachusetts, and he was 
Collector of Internal Revenue in the Third Collection District for about six months. 
     In 1869 Mr. Pratt was elected to the bench of the Supreme Court without opposition, he having been 
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nominated by both political parties, and in 1877 he was re-elected by the non-partisan action of the people. 
     Mr. Pratt's military service has been of a marked kind. He was connected with the Massachusetts Militia for 
seven or eight years, became Lieutenant and afterward Major of the Tenth Regiment, and served on the staff of 
Major-General Morse as Major. In 1861 he raised the Thirty-first New York Volunteers and went to the front in 
June of that year. He participated in all the battles in which the Sixth Corps were engaged, was wounded at 
Gaines' Mill June 27, 1862, and still carries the ball embedded in the bones of the face under the right eye. He 
was promoted to the rank of Brigadier-General for meritorious services, September 10, 1862. 
     Before leaving Massachusetts, Mr. Pratt was active in politics, serving as member of the Democratic Central 
Committee for several years, and taking a prominent part as a political speaker in several of the New England 
States. He is a resident of Brooklyn. 
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"The Public Service of the State of New York"

Justices of the Supreme Court

William Law Learned

     JUSTICE of the Supreme Court in the Third Judicial District, was born at New London, Connecticut, July 
24, 1821. His Father was Ebenezer, a descendant of William Learned, who came from England about 1630, and 
settled at Charlestown, Massachusetts. His Mother, Lydia Coit, was a descendant of John Coit, from Wales, an 
early settler in Massachusetts. 
     The preparatory education of Mr. Learned was obtained at the Union School in New London. After 
completing the usual preparatory work in this school, he entered Yale College in 1837, graduating in 1841. He 
first studied law with William F. Brainard, of New London, and subsequently with the Hon. George Gould, of 
Troy, New York. He commenced the practice of law at Albany, New York, in 1844. 
     In the practice of his profession, Justice Learned has been associated at some time with the following named 
gentlemen: Theodore Fondey, Gilbert L. Wilson, Rufus G. Beardslee and James C. Cook. 
     In 1870 Mr. Learned received the appointment of Justice of the Supreme Court from Governor Hoffman, to 
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fill the vacancy caused by the election of Judge Rufus W. Peckham to the Court of Appeals; and in the Fall of 
the same year he was elected to the same office. In 1875 Justice Learned was appointed by Governor Tilden 
Presiding Justice of the Third Department in place of the Hon. Theodore Miller, elected to the Court of Appeals. 
     In addition to the usual work of an extensive practice and the subsequent judicial labors, Justice Learned has 
held the office of Professor of Equity, Civil Law, and Trials, in the Albany Law School. He has also edited two 
works published by J. Munsell, "Madam Knight's Journal" and Bishop Earle's "Microcosmography." His written 
opinions in law cases can be found in the New York Law Reports. 
     In addition to the usual degrees in course, Justice Learned received from his Alma Mater the honorary degree 
of Doctor of Laws in 1878. 
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"The Public Service of the State of New York"

Justices of the Supreme Court

Charles Russell Ingalls

     JUSTICE of the Supreme Court in the Third Judicial District, was born at Greenwich, Washington county, 
New York, September 14, 1819. His ancestors were of English origin. His Father was Charles F. Ingalls, whose 
ancestors came from Lincolnshire, England, and settled in Massachusetts in 1629. His Mother's maiden name 
was Rogers. Mr. Ingalls obtained his academic education in his native place and pursued his legal studies in the 
office of his Father, Judge C. F. Ingalls. He was licensed as Attorney of the Supreme Court and Solicitor in 
Chancery in 1844 and as Counselor in 1847. Until 1860 he practiced his profession at Greenwich as partner of 
his father and of his brother, Thomas Ingalls. At that time he removed to Troy and became a partner with Hon. 
David L. Seymour, and so continued till the time of his election to the Supreme bench. 
     In 1853 Mr. Ingalls was Member of the Assembly from Washington county. In 1863 he was elected Justice of 
the Supreme Court and entered upon the duties of the office January 1, 1864, and has remained in that position 
since that time, having been re-elected in 1871 upon nomination of both political parties. In 1870, as Justice of 
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the Supreme Court, he became a member of the Court of Appeals, and remained in that Court until its 
reorganization. In 1877 he was designated by Governor Robinson as Associate Justice of the General Term of 
the Supreme Court in the First Department, which position he continued to fill for two years. He resides at Troy. 
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"The Public Service of the State of New York"

Justices of the Supreme Court

Austin Melvin Osborn

     JUSTICE of the Supreme Court in the Third Judicial District, was forty-six years of age on the second of 
December, 1881. He was elected District Attorney of Greene county in November, 1865, and held the office for 
three years. He was County Judge during the 1870, holding the office by appointment of Governor Hoffman. In 
1875, he was appointed Justice of the Supreme Court by Governor Tilden, and was elected to the same position 
at the general election the same year. He resides at Catskill. 
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"The Public Service of the State of New York"

Justices of the Supreme Court

Theodoric R. Westbrook

     JUSTICE of the Supreme Court in the Third Judicial District, was born November 20, 1822, in Fishkill, 
Dutchess county, New York. His ancestors were of English, Dutch and French Huguenot extraction. His Father 
was the Rev. Cornelius Depew Westbrook, D. D., and his Mother's name was Sarah Beekman. Both of his 
grandfathers were officers in the Revolutionary war, and his great-great uncle, Egbert Dumont, was Sheriff of 
Ulster county before the Revolution, and after it began, read the proclamation of result of election at the 
inauguration of the first State government at Kingston in 1776. 
     Mr. Westbrook's preparatory education was acquired at the Kingston Academy and at Rutgers College 
Grammar School. He then entered Rutgers College, graduating there in 1838. After completing his professional 
studies he commenced practice at Kingston, Ulster county, in 1843, and continued there until 1874, the time of 
entering upon his present duties. During this period his practice was very extensive, and in his professional work 
he was for a time associated with his brother, Charles R. Westbrook, and subsequently with Frederick L. 
Westbrook. 
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     For three years he held the office of Master and Examiner in Chancery. He was also Member of Congress 
from Greene and Ulster counties from 1853 to 1855. 
     In November, 1873, Mr. Westbrook was elected to the bench of the Supreme Court, and entered upon his 
duties January 1, 1874. In this service Justice Westbrook has been called upon to preside in many very important 
cases, among them the famous civil action against William M. Tweed, involving over six millions of dollars. 
     The life of Justice Westbrook has been given almost wholly to the profession of law. At the early age of 
sixteen he began to try causes in the Justices' Court, but he has found time to do a great amount of literary work 
in the form of addresses delivered on public occasions, and his written opinions are very numerous, amounting 
to more than two large volumes. 
     In addition to the usual college degrees, Justice Westbrook has received the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Laws. 
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"The Public Service of the State of New York"

Justices of the Supreme Court

Augustus Bockes

     JUSTICE of the Supreme Court in the Fourth Judicial District, was born in the town of Greenfleld, Saratoga 
county, October 1, 1817. His parents were old residents of Greenfield. His Father, a farmer and a man of sterling 
worth, held various town offices, among others, those of Supervisor and Justice of the Peace. Judge Bockes' 
education was obtained mainly in the excellent common schools of Greenfield, and at the Burr Seminary at 
Manchester, Vermont. After teaching school for three terms, he commenced the study of law, in 1838, in the 
office of Judiah Ellsworth, at Saratoga Springs. He afterward studied in the office of Beach & Cowen, of the 
same place, and was admitted to practice from that office in 1843. He first commenced the practice of his 
profession in partnership with Stephen P. Nash, and afterward entered into partnership with William A. Beach, 
now of New York city, with whom he continued to practice at Saratoga Springs until the year 1847, when he 
was elected County Judge of Saratoga county. He was re-elected to the same position in 1851, but resigned the 
office in 1854. In 1855 he was appointed by Governor Clark a Justice of the Supreme Court in the Fourth 
Judicial District, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of Judge Daniel Cady. In 1859 he was elected 
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by the people to the same office; he was re-elected in 1867, and again in 1875. At the last two elections he had 
no opposition, and in 1875 he was nominated and supported by both political parties, an especial honor seldom 
enjoyed by the Judges of the State. Judge Bockes was appointed by Governor Dix Associate Justice of the 
General Term of the Supreme Court in the Third Department, for the years 1874 and 1875. He was also 
appointed by Governors Tilden, Robinson and Cornell to the same position. 
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"The Public Service of the State of New York"

Justices of the Supreme Court

Joseph Potter

     JUSTICE of the Supreme Court in the Fourth Judicial District, was born in Easton, Washington county, New 
York, November 17, 1825. He was the youngest child of Joel Potter and Anne Austin. Joel Potter was a 
descendant of John Potter and Phoebe Green, Quaker Preachers in Rhode Island. Anne Austin was a descendant 
of the Starbucks, of Nantucket, also Quakers. 
     His education was obtained at the district school in the town of Easton, a Quaker boarding-school at 
Chatham, Columbia county, New York, the Union Village Academy at Greenwich, in Washington county, as a 
student at law, and after pursuing his studies for two years in that office he entered the law office of Messrs. 
Wheaton, Hammond, Doolittle & Hadley, in the city of Albany, and was admitted as an Attorney and Counselor 
in the Courts of the State of New York in 1847. He was at the same time admitted as Solicitor in Chancery. He 
was engaged in teaching in the Union Village Academy, at which he prepared for college, for six months while 
pursuing his legal studies in the office of Messrs. Culver & Baker. After he was admitted to the bar he removed 
to Whitehall, in Washington county, and formed a partnership with the Hon. William H. Parker, of that place, 
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for the practice of the law, and has continued to reside at that place ever since. 
     His partner, Judge Parker, died about 1849. He was subsequently associated in the practice of the law with J. 
D. Blount, Hon. A. H. Tanner and J. Sanford Potter, successively, who had been students in his office; and he 
was associated with the latter two at the time he was elected as Justice of the Supreme Court. 
     In the year 1849 he was elected to the office of District Attorney of the county of Washington, and was re-
elected at the close of his first term, and served the second term and also a portion of the term of the late Colonel 
M. Dougall in the same office under an appointment by Governor Morgan. In 1863 he was elected to the office 
of County Judge of Washington county, and at the close of the term was re-elected to the same office for a 
second term, which expired on the 31st of December, 1871. At the election preceding the close of his second 
term as County Judge, he was elected to the office of Justice of the Supreme Court to succeed the Hon. E. H. 
Rosekrans, whose term of office would expire with the year. 
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"The Public Service of the State of New York"

Justices of the Supreme Court

Judson Stuart Landon

     JUDSON STUART LANDON was born in Salisbury, Litchfield county, Connecticut, December 16, 1832. 
His great grandfather, James Landon, represented that town in the Legislature of the Colony of Connecticut in 
1759, and his uncle, also James Landon, represented the same town in the Legislature of the State just one 
hundred years later. His Father, William Landon, who married Phebe, daughter of Doctor Cyrus Berry, a 
physician of Dutchess county, was born in the same town, and died there in 1876, at the age of eighty-one. He 
was a merchant and farmer. 
     Mr. Landon was educated in the common schools and in the Amenia and New York Conference Seminaries. 
In 1853 he was a teacher of Latin, Mathematics, and Natural Sciences in the Academy at Princetown, 
Schenectady county, New York. He at the same time pursued the study of the law without an instructor. In 1854 
he left the academy and studied law in Yale College for one year. In 1855 he returned to the academy as its 
Principal. He received the degree of Master of Arts from Union College the same year. In 1856 he was admitted 
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to the bar, became a candidate and was elected District Attorney of Schenectady county in the fall of that year. 
Since then he has resided in Schenectady. He was re-elected District Attorney in 1859. In February, 1865, he 
was appointed County Judge to fill a vacancy, and was elected for four years in the Fall of that year. In 1867 he 
was elected and served as a member of the State Constitutional Convention. In 1873 he was elected Justice of 
the Supreme Court in the Fourth Judicial District. Jesse Gay of Plattsburgh was the candidate of the Democrats, 
but declined to run, and the election of Justice Landon was not opposed. 
     He is one of the Governors of Union University, a Trustee of Union College, and of the Albany Law School. 
     His practice for several years was chiefly confined to litigated cases. In 1868, he was one of the counsel for 
Robert C. Dorn, Canal Commissioner, who was tried before the Court of Appeals and the Senate upon articles of 
impeachment preferred against him by the Assembly. He opened the case before the court, and examined the 
witnesses on behalf of Mr. Dorn, who was acquitted. 
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"The Public Service of the State of New York"

Justices of the Supreme Court

Charles Ogden Tappan

     JUSTICE of the Supreme Court in the Fourth Judicial District, was born at Addison, Addison county, 
Vermont, April 17, 1831. His grandfather, Silas Tappan, emigrated to that State from New Jersey about 1800, 
and was for many years a prominent man in Addison county. His Father lived in Essex county, New York, from 
1831 to 1855, and while there represented his town in the Board of Supervisors of Essex county. He also 
represented his town in the Legislature of Vermont for several years. In this town he spent the last years of his 
life, from 1855 to 1864. The Mother of Justice Tappan was Charlotte Adams, daughter of Benjamin Adams, at 
one time one of the Judges of the Court in the county of Grand Isle, Vermont. 
     Mr. Tappan's early education was obtained in the common schools of New York. At the age of seventeen he 
entered the Moriah Academy, where his parents then resided, and remained there for several terms. In 1850 he 
began as teacher in the common schools, and continued to teach during winters while reading law until 1853, 
when he was admitted as Attorney and Counselor in the Supreme Court. 
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     In August, 1853, he formed a partnership with Edward M. Dewey, and in February of the following year they 
united with Hon. William A. Dart, under the firm name of Dart, Dewey & Tappan. In 1856 Mr. Dewey 
withdrew, and the firm of Dart & Tappan continued till 1869, when Mr. Dart was appointed Consul-General of 
the United States to Canada. Mr. Tappan then entered into partnership with George Z. Erwin, Esquire, the firm 
being known as Tappan & Erwin, till 1878. 
     From 1861 to 1866 Mr. Tappan was Assistant United States Attorney, and when Hon. William A. Dart 
retired from that office he was for a time acting United States District Attorney. He was also appointed, in 1861, 
as Commissioner of the Circuit Court of the United States for the Northern District of New York, and held that 
office till he became Supreme Judge, in 1877. 
     In 1871 he was elected County Judge of St. Lawrence county. In 1877 he was elected to the Supreme Bench, 
and sat in General Term in May, 1878. 
     In addition to the extensive legal work which all these appointments indicate, Judge Tappan has been 
prominent in education and all matters of social interest. As Trustee of St. Lawrence Academy and supporter and 
defender of the Normal School at Potsdam, and as a member of the School Board, he has rendered important 
service to the cause of education. 
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"The Public Service of the State of New York"

Justices of the Supreme Court

Joseph Mullin

[No photograph available.]

     LATE Justice of the Supreme Court in the Fifth District, was born near Dromore, in the county of Down, 
Ireland, August 6, 1811. At an early age he came to this Country, and in 1824 entered the office of the Thursday 
Post in Watertown, New York, to learn the business of printing. At this work he remained for four years when, 
with a desire to acquire a more thorough education, he entered the Union Academy at Belleville, in the town of 
Ellisburgh, Jefferson county. At this institution he completed his preparatory studies and then entered Union 
College in the Fall of 1831, graduating there in 1833. After graduation Mr. Mullin was appointed Principal of 
the Union Academy, but in the following year he returned to Watertown, where he became Principal of the 
academy in that place and so remained until 1836. In the year following, 1837, Mr. Mullin was admitted to the 
bar and became partner in the law business with Messrs. Sterling and Bronson at Watertown. Mr. Sterling, at 
that time, represented the district of which Jefferson county formed a part, in the State Senate, and Mr. Bronson 
represented the Jefferson Congressional District in Congress. This partnership continued two years. Mr. Mullin 
then opened an office at Watertown and subsequently had as partners L. J. Goodale, Esquire, and Hon. M. H. 
Merwin. About 1841 he was appointed Examiner in Chancery, holding that office for two years. At nearly the 
same time he was appointed District Attorney for Jefferson county and held that office for three years. 
Subsequently he held the office of Commissioner in Bankruptcy for several years. In the Fall of 1857 Mr. Mullin 
was elected to the Bench of the Supreme Court for the term of eight years, and has since been twice re-elected 
without opposition. His term of office expired December 31, 1881, by constitutional limitation, he having then 
reached the age of seventy years. He was appointed Presiding Justice of the General Term Fourth Department, 
upon its organization in 1870. While a member of college he was elected member of the Phi Beta Kappa 
Society, and in addition to the usual college degrees secured in course, Justice Mullin has received the honorary 
degree of Doctor of Laws from both Union and Hamilton Colleges. he resides at Watertown. 
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"The Public Service of the State of New York"

Justices of the Supreme Court

George A. Hardin

     JUSTICE of the Supreme Court in the Fifth Judicial District, was born in the town of Winfield, Herkimer 
county, New York, August 17, 1832. His Father was of English and Irish extraction. And his Mother of English, 
though a native of New York State. 
     Mr. Hardin's preparatory studies were pursued in the Whitestown and Cazenovia Seminaries; his college 
course was completed at Union College where he graduated in 1852. He then pursued his professional studies 
under direction of the late Judge Nolton and Jarvis N. Lake of Little Falls, and was admitted to the bar in 1854. 
In the following year he formed a copartnership with Justice Nolton and continued in the active practice of his 
profession till elected to his present position on the Supreme bench. In 1858 Mr. Hardin was appointed District 
Attorney of Herkimer county and in 1859 was elected to that office and occupied this position for three years. In 
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1861 he was elected to the State Senate from Otsego and Herkimer counties on the Republican and People's 
ticket, and served in this capacity for two years. In 1871 Mr. Hardin was elected without opposition to his 
present place. In 1878 he was exchanged to General Term to aid Justice Mullin and has continued there till the 
present time; and in November, 1881, Governor Cornell designated Justice Hardin as Associate Justice in the 
Fourth Department. 
     In addition to his law business, Justice Hardin has,as a business man, been identified with the manufacturing 
and financial interests of his locality. 
     In addition to the usual degree in course from Union College Justice Hardin received the honorary degree of 
Doctor of Laws from Hamilton College in 1876. He resides at Little Falls. 
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"The Public Service of the State of New York"

Justices of the Supreme Court

Milton Hervey Merwin

     JUSTICE of the Supreme Court in the Fifth Judicial District, was born at Leyden, Lewis county, New York, 
June 16, 1832. His Father was Alanson Merwin, native of the same place. His Grandfather, James Merwin, came 
from Haddam, Connecticut, to Leyden in the year 1800. He was a descendant of Miles Merwin who came from 
England in 1645 and settled in Milford, Connecticut. 
     Mr. Merwin was prepared for college at the Cazenovia Seminary, entering this institution in 1846. In the fall 
of 1848 he entered Hamilton College, graduating in 1852. Immediately after leaving college, he commenced his 
professional studies with Professor T. W. Dwight of Hamilton College, and pursued them subsequently with the 
Hon. Joseph Mullin of Watertown, New York. After his admission to the bar in 1853, he at once commenced the 
practice of law at Watertown and continued in it at that place till 1874, the time of his election to the Supreme 
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bench. For two years of this time he was in partnership with his former preceptor, the Hon. Joseph Mullin. 
     Mr. Merwin was Surrogate of Jefferson county for four years, from 1860 to 1863 inclusive, and he was also a 
member of the Constitutional Convention of 1867-8. 
     In addition to the usual college degrees in course, Justice Merwin received from his Alma Mater the honorary 
degree of Doctor of Laws in 1878. He resides at Utica. 
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"The Public Service of the State of New York"

Justices of the Supreme Court

John C. Churchill

     JUSTICE of the Supreme Court in the Fifth Judicial District, was born in Mooers, Clinton county, New 
York, January 17, 1821. His parents were natives of Massachusetts. Mr. Churchill's preparatory course of 
education was commenced at the Plattsburg Academy in 1832, where he remained one year. In 1835 he entered 
the Burr Seminary, Vermont, and completed his preparation for college there in 1837. In the Fall of 1839 he 
entered Middlebury College in Vermont and graduated at that Institution in 1843. Immediately after graduation 
Mr. Churchill engaged in teaching the Classics in Castleton Seminary, Vermont, and subsequently he was Tutor 
for one year in Middlebury College. while teaching school his spare time was devoted to the study of law, and in 
1846 he was a member of the Dane Law School at Cambridge Massachusetts. For a few months after leaving 
this school he read law with Joshua A. Spencer and Francis Kernan, in Utica, New York, and was admitted to 
the bar at the General Term of the Sixth Judicial District at Cooperstown, New York, July 1847. In December of 
1847 he settled at Oswego, where he remained in the practice of his profession till called to the bench. During 
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this time, he was associated in business with Enoch B. Talcott from 1848 to 1853, and with William T. Curtiss 
for the ten subsequent years, and with Newton W. Nutting from 1867 1875. Mr. Churchill was District Attorney 
for Oswego county in 1857, 1858 and 1859 and County Judge from 1860 to 1863 inclusive. From 1867 to 1871 
he represented the Oswego and Madison District in Congress, and he was Presidential Elector at large in 1880. 
For several years Mr. Churchill was a member of the Board of Education of Oswego city, and for a time was 
President of that body. By appointment from Governor Morgan, he was also Commissioner of the draft for 
Oswego county in 1861 and 1862. In January 1881, he was appointed by Governor Cornell as Justice of the 
Supreme Court to fill the vacancy caused by the death of Justice Noxon, and in the following November he was 
elected by the people to the same position. In addition to the usual degrees of Bachelor of Arts and master of 
Arts in course, Judge Churchill has received from his Alma Mater the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws. He 
resides in Oswego. 
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"The Public Service of the State of New York"

Justices of the Supreme Court

Irving G. Vann

     JUSTICE of the Supreme Court in the Fifth Judicial District, was born in Ulysses, Tompkins county, New 
York, January 3, 1842, and is the youngest Justice on the bench of the Supreme Court in this State. His Father, 
Samuel R. Vann, was a native of New Jersey, his Grandfather, Samuel Vann, was a native of the same State and 
his great-grandfather was an officer from that State in the army of the Revolution. Mr. Vann's boyhood was 
spent on the farm, but he enjoyed good educational advantages. His preparatory course for college was pursued 
at Ithaca Academy, Ithaca, New York, and his college course at Yale, where he graduated in 1863. He then 
commenced the study of law in the office of Boardman &anp Finch of Ithaca, the former of whom is now a 
Justice of the Supreme Court, and the latter Judge of the Court of Appeals. He subsequently attended lectures in 
the Albany Law School, graduating there in 1865. During the 1864 Mr. Vann was Principal of a High School in 
Kentucky, and for a few months in 1865 he was a clerk in the Treasury Department at Washington. In 1879 he 
was Mayor of the city of Syracuse, which was the only public office to which he was chosen prior to his election 
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to his present position. For the last sixteen years he has been actively engaged in the practice of his profession in 
the city of Syracuse as member of the firms of Fuller, Vann & Dillaye, and Vann, McLennan & Dillaye. Justice 
Vann received the usual degrees in course from his Alma Mater, Yale, and the degree of Bachelor of Laws from 
the Albany Law School. In November, 1881, he was elected Justice of the Supreme Court for the term of 
fourteen years. 
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"The Public Service of the State of New York"

Justices of the Supreme Court

Douglass Boardman

     THE Hon. Douglass Boardman, Justice of the Supreme Court in the Sixth Judicial District, was born in 
Covert, Seneca county, October 31, 1822. His parents were of New England stock from English ancestry. 
     After pursuing the usual preparatory course of study, he entered Yale College, where he graduated in 1842. 
He soon after entered upon the work of preparation for his chosen profession, and having completed his studies 
commenced the practice of law at Ithaca in 1846, and continued there until 1866. For the last ten years of this 
period, he was associated in business with the Hon. Francis M. Finch. Mr. Boardman was chosen District 
Attorney of Tompkins county in 1848, and held that office until 1851. He was also County Judge of the same 
county from 1852 to 1856. 
     His first election as Justice of the Supreme Court occurred in 1865, and he was re-elected in 1873. He was 
appointed Associate Justice of the General Term in the Third Department, by Governor Dix, December 24, 
1873. 
     Justice Boardman received the usual Baccalaureate degree from Yale, and the honorary degree of Master of 
Arts from Geneva College. He resides in Ithaca. 
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"The Public Service of the State of New York"

Justices of the Supreme Court

Celora E. Martin

     JUSTICE of the Supreme Court in the Sixth Judicial District, was born at Newport, New York, August 23, 
1834. His general education was obtained at the schools in Holland Patent and at Fairfield, New York. After 
completing his preparatory studies, he pursued his professional studies in the office of John C. Harris, at 
Newport. After admission to the bar, he practiced his profession for eleven years at Whitney's Point, and for ten 
years at Binghamton, having for partner the Hon. 0. W. Chapman. 
     In 1877 Mr. Martin was appointed by Governor Robinson Justice of the Supreme Court in the Sixth Judicial 
District to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Justice Balcom; and in the Fall of that year he was 
elected to the same position by the united votes of both political parties. Justice Martin's life has been given who 
to the work of his profession. He resides in Binghamton. 
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"The Public Service of the State of New York"

Justices of the Supreme Court

William Murray

     NOW Justice of the Supreme Court in the Sixth Judicial District, was born November 21, 1820, at Andes, 
Delaware county, New York. He is the son of William Murray and Jean Black, who came from Scotland in 1818 
and settled among the Scotch, some of them old neighbors and friends, who had found a home among the hills 
about the head-waters of the Delaware river. When William was nine years of age his father removed to Bovina, 
an adjoining town, and there fixed his home. He did his part as boy and man on the farm, and in winter, as 
opportunity offered, attended the neighboring district school. He made earnest efforts to get beyond this limited 
education by private reading and study, but it was not till he was twenty-three years of age that he was able to go 
to the Delaware Academy at Delhi, which he attended about two years and a half. Then he entered the law office 
of the Hon. Samuel Gordon, of Delhi, and was admitted to the bar as Attorney and Counselor-at-law January 8, 
1848. He commenced practice in Delhi, where he has ever since resided. 
     Justice Murray's official career began in 1847, even before his admission to the bar, when he was elected 
Justice of the Peace, in which office he served till 1854. In the mean time he was chosen District Attorney for 
Delaware county and served in this capacity from 1851 to 1854. He was elected County Judge and Surrogate of 
Delaware county and held that office from 1864 to 1868. On the 29th of January, 1868, he was appointed by 
Governor Reuben E. Fenton, Justice of the Supreme Court in the Sixth Judicial District, to fill a vacancy caused 
by the resignation of Justice Charles Mason, who had been appointed a Judge of the Court of Appeals. Under 
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that appointment he held office till the 1st of January, 1870. In the fall of 1869 he was elected to this same office 
for the term of eight years, ending December 31 1877. In the Fall of 1877 he was without opposition (no other 
candidate being nominated) again elected Justice of the Supreme Court for a term of fourteen years, and is now 
serving under that election. 
     In June, 1881, the degree of Doctor of Laws was conferred on him by Hamilton College. 
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"The Public Service of the State of New York"

Justices of the Supreme Court

David Lyman Follett

     JUSTICE of the Supreme Court in the Sixth Judicial District, was born in Sherburne, New York, July 17, 
1836. His parents were of English descent, the family having emigrated at an early day from the county of 
Devon, England. His Grandfather, Levi Follett, removed from Winchester, New Hampshire, to Hamilton, New 
York, in 1797, where his Father, Uzziel Follett, was born in 1801. In 1805 the family removed to Sherburne, the 
birthplace of the subject of this sketch. 
     Mr. Follett obtained his academic education at the Cazenovia Seminary. His law studies were pursued under 
direction of Messrs. Rexford and Kingsley, at Norwich, New York, from 1856 to 1858. On January 5th, of the 
latter year, he was admitted to practice in the Courts of the State of New York, and on January 19, 1862, in the 
Supreme Court of the United States. January 1, 1875, he entered upon his service as Justice of the Supreme 
Court of New York, having been nominated to that office by the Republican party, and elected without 
opposition, no candidate being opposed to him by the Democratic party. 
     From 1867 to 1873 Justice Follett held the office of Assessor of Internal Revenue for the Nineteenth District 
of New York. Other than this his entire time has been devoted to the duties of his profession. He resides in 
Norwich. 
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"The Public Service of the State of New York"

Justices of the Supreme Court

James Cosslett Smith

     JUSTICE of the Supreme Court in the Seventh Judicial District, was born at Phelps, Ontario county, New 
York, August 14, 1817. His Father, Thomas Smith, was a native of Dartmouth, Massachusetts, and his Mother, 
Rachel Cosslett, of New Britain, Connecticut. The ancestry was English, except that the maternal grandfather 
was from Wales. 
     Mr. Smith's early studies were pursued in the district and select schools in his native town. In 1831 he entered 
Geneva College, but at the end of his Junior year he entered Union College, graduating there in 1835. His legal 
studies were pursued under direction of his Father, and in the office of Walter Hubbell, of Canandaigua, and of 
Lyman Sherwood, of Lyons, New York. 
     In October, 1839, he was admitted to practice as Attorney in the Supreme Court, and as Counselor in 
October, 1842. From the time of his admission to the bar till 1843, he was associated in practice with Lyman 
Sherwood, and with Francis E. Cornwell from July, 1847, until August, 1854. The business of these firms was 
conducted at Lyons. Mr. Smith then removed to Canandaigua and formed a partnership with Hon. Elbridge G. 
Lapham, now United States Senator, and continued in this relation till the time of his appointment as Justice of 
the Supreme Court. He was first appointed to this office by Governor Morgan in 1862 to fill a vacancy caused 
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by the resignation of the Hon. Addison T. Knox. In November of the next year he was elected for the unexpired 
term; in 1867, he was re-elected for a term of eight years, and in 1875, was again re-elected for a term of 
fourteen years without an opposing candidate. He was appointed Associate Justice of the General Term, Fourth 
Department, by Governor Robinson in January, 1877. 
     In 1843 Mr. Smith was appointed Surrogate of Wayne county, and held that office till July 1, 1847. He was 
also member of the Peace Convention held in Washington in 1861. Justice Smith has received the honorary 
degree of Doctor of Laws from Union, Hobart and Hamilton Colleges. 
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"The Public Service of the State of New York"

Justices of the Supreme Court

Charles C. Dwight

     WAS born at Richmond, Berkshire county, Massachusetts, September 15, 1830. His ancestors had been long 
residents of that State. His Father was the Rev. Edwin Wells Dwight. Mr. Dwight received his preparatory 
education at the Ithaca Academy, Ithaca, New York, and pursued his collegiate course at Williams College, 
which institution he entered in 1846, graduating in 1850. During his college course he engaged in teaching, as 
was very commonly the custom among college students at that time, for two winters, and after his graduation, he 
was for a year and a half Principal of the Coxsackie Academy. He then entered the law office of the Hon. Amos 
Dean, of Albany, where he remained for the years 1852-3, and during this time attended a course of lectures in 
the Albany Law School. He first commenced the practice of his profession in Coshocton, Ohio, in company with 
the Hon. William M. Stone, afterward District Judge and Governor of Iowa. In the Fall of 1854 he removed to 
Auburn, New York. In 1859 he was elected County Judge of Cayuga county, and in 1867-8 was a member of the 
Constitutional Convention. On the decease of Justice Welles, of the Seventh Judicial District, Mr. Dwight was 
appointed, March, 1868, to fill the vacancy, and in the Fall of 1869 was elected for a full term and was re-elected 
in 1877. Justice Dwight served in the army during the war of the Rebellion in 1861-2 as Captain in the Seventy-
fifth New York Volunteers, and from 1862 to 1865 as Colonel of the One Hundred and Sixtieth New York 
Volunteers. 
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     The writings of Justice Dwight are confined chiefly to matters incident to his profession. His opinions while 
serving in the Court of Appeals may be found in Volumes 38 and 39 of the New York Reports. His interest in 
higher education is shown by the offices he holds in connection with literary institutions. He is a Trustee of 
Auburn Theological Seminary, of Wells College, at Aurora, New York, of Cornell University and of the Albany 
Law School. 
     In 1874 Justice Dwight received the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws from his Alma Mater, Williams 
College. He resides in the city of Auburn. 
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"The Public Service of the State of New York"

Justices of the Supreme Court

David Rumsey

[No photograph available.]

     LATE Justice of the Supreme Court in the Seventh Judicial District, was born in Salem, Washington county, 
New York, December 25, 1810. His Grandfathers were both soldiers in the Revolutionary war. His Father, 
David Rumsey, was a printer by occupation and was connected with the publishing of several papers in the 
State, the Washington County Post, Farmers' Gazelle, Cayuga Patriot, and Steuben Messenger, which was 
afterward changed in name to the Constitutionalist and finally to Steuben Courier. 
     In 1817 he removed with his family to Auburn, where his son, the subject of this sketch, completed his 
preparatory studies, subsequently graduating at Hobart College. At the early age of nineteen he entered the law 
office of Hon. Henry Welles, as a student, at Bath, New York, and was admitted to the bar in 1831. His practice 
in this village and in the adjacent counties, where he has been retained in important suits, has covered a period of 
nearly half a century. In 1832 he formed a partnership with Hon. William Woods, of Bath, which continued till 
the death of Mr. Woods, in 1837. In 1842 he entered into partnership with his brother-in-law, the Hon. Robert 
Van Valkenburgh, now one of the Justices of the Supreme Court of Florida. In 1840 he was appointed by 
Governor Seward as Surrogate of Steuben county, which office he filled for four years. In 1846 Mr. Rurnsey 
was elected to Congress and was re-elected in 1848, serving his constituents with great ability. In 1867 he was 
elected delegate to the Constitutional Convention and served in that body on the Committee on Powers and 
Duties of the Legislature. In 1872 he was appointed by Governor Hoffman a member of the Commission to 
propose amendments to the Constitution of the State. On the 7th of January, 1873, he was appointed by 
Governor Dix one of the Justices of the Supreme Court to fill the vacancy caused by the death of the Hon. 
Thomas A. Johnson, and in November he was elected without opposition to the same place. His term expired 
December 31, 1880, by constitutional limitation, he having reached the age of seventy years. 
     Justice Rumsey received from Hamilton College the degree of Doctor of Laws in 1873. His long and 
successful career as a lawyer and legislator was fitly closed by an honorable service on the Supreme bench, and 
on his retirement he had the unusual satisfaction, of seeing his son, Hon. William Rumsey, succeed to his place. 

Page 59 

        

Home | Judges | Courts | Cases | Library 

About | News | Membership | Board of Trustees | Site Map | Links | Search 

http://www.courts.state.ny.us/history/elecbook/chadbourne_coa/pg59.htm (1 of 2)1/11/2006 11:00:54 AM

http://www.courts.state.ny.us/history/Index.htm
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/history/Judges.htm
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/history/Courts.htm
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/history/Cases.htm
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/history/Library.htm
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/history/About.htm
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/history/News.htm
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/history/Membership.htm
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/history/Board.htm
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/history/Sitemap.htm
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/history/Links.htm
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/search/history.asp
mailto:sunadel@courts.state.ny.us


Chadbourne - The Public Service of the State of New York

The Historical Society of the Courts of the State of New York
New York State Judicial Institute

84 North Broadway, White Plains, NY  10603 
phone: (914) 682-3222 

http://www.courts.state.ny.us/history/elecbook/chadbourne_coa/pg59.htm (2 of 2)1/11/2006 11:00:54 AM



Chadbourne - The Public Service of the State of New York

 

"The Public Service of the State of New York"

Justices of the Supreme Court

William Rumsey

     JUSTICE of the Supreme Court in the Seventh Judicial District, was born at Bath, Steuben county, New 
York, October 18, 1841. He was the son of Hon. David Rumsey and Jane E. Brown. Both of his great 
Grandfathers on the Father's side, served in the war of the Revolution. 
     Mr. Rumsey was prepared for college at Geneseo Academy, Geneseo, New York. He then entered Williams 
College, Massachusetts, in 1858 in the Sophomore Class, but left the College in April, 1861, to enter the 
volunteer service of the United States, he being the first man from that College to enter the service to put down 
the Rebellion. The College graduated him with his class at the ensuing commencement. His military services 
were varied and effective,during the more than four years he remained in the army. He was Assistant Adjutant-
General at the volunteer rendezvous until November, 1861; he was then made Adjutant of the First New York 
Light Artillery, and went into the field. He served with his regiment in the Army of the Potomac, was in the 
campaign on the peninsula; had a horse shot under him, and was badly wounded at Fair Oaks; and was at 
Antietam, Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville. He afterward served as Assistant Adjutant-General of General 
Averill's Second Cavalry Division; was with that General in his raid through West Virginia in December, 1863, 
and in various battles in that department. He was with Hunter in his campaign against Lynchburg in June, 1864; 
was in the battle of Moorefield, August 7, 1864, when Averill, with one thousand three hundred men, routed the 
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force of McCausland—three thousand five hundred strong—and was slightly wounded by a saber in the breast; 
and was in Sheridan's battles in the Shenandoah valley. He was promoted to be Major for gallantry at 
Moorefield, and to be Lieutenant-Colonel by Brevet for gallant and distinguished services in the campaign of 
June, 1864. He was mustered out of the service in September, 1865, having been in the field from November, 
1861, to May, 1865. 
     After the war, he spent two years in China and Japan, for the most of that period being attached to the United 
States Legation in Japan as acting Secretary of legation. Returning home, he studied law and commenced its 
practice in 1868. He was first associated in business with his Father, the Hon. David Rumsey, but on election of 
the latter to the Supreme Court bench in 1873, he became partner with M. R. Miller of Bath and continued that 
business relation until his election to his present position as Justice of the Supreme Court. To this place he was 
elected November, 1880, to fill the vacancy caused by his Father's retirement from the bench, he having reached 
the constitutional limit of service—seventy years of age. This was the second instance, in the history of the 
State, of a son succeeding the father in this high office. 

Page 60 

        

Home | Judges | Courts | Cases | Library 

About | News | Membership | Board of Trustees | Site Map | Links | Search 

The Historical Society of the Courts of the State of New York
New York State Judicial Institute

84 North Broadway, White Plains, NY  10603 
phone: (914) 682-3222 

http://www.courts.state.ny.us/history/elecbook/chadbourne_coa/pg60.htm (2 of 2)1/11/2006 11:01:05 AM

http://www.courts.state.ny.us/history/Index.htm
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/history/Judges.htm
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/history/Courts.htm
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/history/Cases.htm
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/history/Library.htm
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/history/About.htm
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/history/News.htm
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/history/Membership.htm
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/history/Board.htm
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/history/Sitemap.htm
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/history/Links.htm
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/search/history.asp
mailto:sunadel@courts.state.ny.us


Chadbourne - The Public Service of the State of New York

 

"The Public Service of the State of New York"

Justices of the Supreme Court

Francis A. Macomber

     IS a native of Alabama, Genesee county, New York, where he was born April 5, 1837. His parents were of 
Scotch origin, though so long ago was it that his ancestors came to this country that his parentage would strictly 
be called American. His preparatory course of education was pursued at Middlebury Academy, at Wyoming, 
New York. After preparing for college, he entered the University of Rochester, in which institution he took the 
full classical course, graduating in 1859. Soon after graduation, he began the study of law, and commenced the 
practice of his profession in Rochester in December, 1861, and continued it until 1878, the time of his election to 
the Supreme bench. The duties of his present office as Justice of the Supreme Court in the Seventh Judicial 
District, began January 1, 1879. 
     The writings of Justice Macomber consist chiefly of legal opinions, and essays and orations delivered on 
various occasions. From the institution where he graduated, and of which he is a Trustee, he received the degree 
of Master of Arts in course. He resides in Rochester. 
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Justices of the Supreme Court

John Ledyard Talcott

     JUSTICE of the Supreme Court in the Eighth Judicial District, was born at Williamstown, Massachusetts, 
September 2, 1812. 
     His Father, Samuel Austin Talcott, was from Hartford, Connecticut, and his Mother, Rachel Skinner, was a 
native of Williamstown. 
     Mr. Talcott's academic course of study was acquired at the Albany Academy, at the "Polytechny," at 
Chittenango, Madison county, New York, and at the Select School or Institute at Pittsfield, Massachusetts, of 
which Professor Chester Dewey was then Principal. 
     After completing this preparatory course, he commenced the study of law with his Father, Samuel A. Talcott, 
in the city of New York. Subsequently he spent two years under the tuition of William H. Maynard and Joshua 
A. Spencer, at Utica, New York. Soon after admission to the bar, he commenced the practice of law in the city 
of Buffalo, where he has ever since resided. 
     Mr. Talcott was elected to the bench of the Supreme Court in 1869 and took his seat January 1, 1870, to fill a 
vacancy caused by the resignation of Hon. Noah Davis. This partial term expired December 31, 1873. In 
November of that year, Justice Talcott was re-elected and took his seat for a full term, January 1, 1874. 
     In May of 1870, Justice Talcott was appointed by Governor Hoffman as one of the Associate Justices of the 
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General Term of the Fourth Department. He was afterward transferred by Governor Dix to the General Term of 
the Second Department. Subsequently, at the request of Justice Gilbert and Justice Talcott, a change was made, 
Justice Gilbert being ordered to the Second Department and Justice Talcott to the Fourth, and on the 23d of 
December, 1880, he was re-appointed by Governor Cornell Associate Justice of the General Term in the Fourth 
Department. In November, 1881, he was appointed Presiding Justice of the General Term, Fourth Department, 
by Governor Cornell. 
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Justices of the Supreme Court

Charles Daniels

     JUSTICE of the Supreme Court in the Eighth Judicial District, was fifty-seven years of age March 24, 1881. 
He was elected to the Supreme bench November 3, 1863, to fill vacancy caused by the death of Hon. James G. 
Hoyt on the 29th of October, and was appointed to the vacancy by Governor Horatio Seymour on the 9th of 
November, pending the meeting of the State Canvassers. He was re-elected in 1869 and again without 
opposition in 1877, and was appointed Associate Justice of the General Term, First Department, by Governor 
Dix in December, 1873, holding the office for two years. In 1880, he was re-appointed to the same position by 
Governor Cornell, and it is now held by him. He resides in Buffalo. His term expires December 31, 1891. 
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Justices of the Supreme Court

George Barker

     WAS born in the town of Venice, Cayuga county, New York, November 6, 1823. His father, John A. 
Barker, was a native of Connecticut, and his mother, of New Jersey. Both were of English origin. 
     Mr. Barker obtained his education at the common and select schools near his father's home and at the Aurora 
Academy, Cayuga county. His legal studies he pursued in the office of David Wright of Auburn, New York, and 
was admitted to the bar in that city November, 1847. In January, 1848, he commenced the practice of his 
profession in Fredonia, where he has since resided. Of this village he was President in 1853, 1857 and 1858. He 
was elected District Attorney in 1853 and again in 1862. He was also member of the Constitutional Convention 
in 1867, and as a member of that body held a place on the important committees on the Judiciary and on the 
Legislature and its organization. 
     In the fall of 1867 he was elected to the bench of the Supreme Court in the Eighth Judicial District, for a term 
of eight years, and at his re-election in 1875 he had no competitor, having been nominated by the conventions of 
both parties. 
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Justices of the Supreme Court

Albert Haight

     THE subject of this sketch, Justice of the Supreme Court in the Eighth Judicial District, was born at 
Ellicottville, Cattaraugus county, New York, February 20, 1842. His father's name is Henry Haight and his 
mother's maiden name was Sarah M. Sisson. Soon after the birth of this son the parents removed to Aurora, Erie 
county, where they still reside and where the boyhood of Mr. Haight was spent on the farm. His early education 
was obtained in the common schools of the place, but he subsequently spent three years in study at the 
Springvillle Academy. Immediately after completing this course, he commenced the study of law in the office of 
Sawin & Lockwood and finished his legal studies in the office of Edward Stevens of Buffalo. After admission to 
the bar, November 18, 1863, at the early age of twenty-one, he commenced the practice of his profession and 
continued it till the fall of 1872, when he was elected County Judge of Erie county. Previous to this election, Mr. 
Haight had been for three years a member of the Board of Supervisors of the county, and a clerk of the 
Surrogate's Court for one year. He was elected County Judge at the age of thirty, and four years later he was 
elected to the bench of the Supreme Court. He resides in Buffalo. 
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