HABEAS CORPUS (Lat. that you have the
body). A writ directed to the person detain-
ing another and commanding him to produce
the body of the prisoner at a certain time and
place, with the day and cause of his caption
and detention, to do, submit to, and receive
whatsoever the court or judge awarding the
writ shall consider in that behalf.

This is the most famous writ in the law; and,
having for many centuries been employed to re-
move illegal restraint upon personal liberty, no
matter by what power imposed, it is often called
the great writ of liberty. It takes its name from
the characteristic words it contained when the pro-
cess and records of the English courts were written
in Latin:

Precipimus tibi quod CORPUS A B in custodia ves-
ira dcetentum, wt dicitur, una cum causa captionis
et detentionis suee, quocunque nomine idem A B
censeatur in eadem, HABEAS coram nobis apud
Westm. &c. ad subjiciendum et recipicndum ea que
curia nostra de eo ad tunc et ibidem ordinari con-
tigerit in hac parte, etc.
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