
 

 

 

 

 

Additional Written Statements 

 

Thomas N. N. Angell, Public Defender, & Eric J. Knapp, Family Court Unit Bureau 
Chief, County of Dutchess Office of the Public Defender 

Albany County Public Defender – Family Court Unit 

Amy Barash, Esq., Executive Directory, Hamra Ahmad, Esq., Director, Legal Services, & 
Rachel L. Braunstein, Esq., Managing Policy Attorney, Her Justice, New York, NY 

Ruth C. Balkin, Esq., Chair, Unified Court System Statewide Advisory Committee on 
Attorneys for Children 

Carl D. Birman, Esq., Attorney At Law, Law Offices of Carl D. Birman, White Plains, NY 

Darryl R. Bloom, Esq., Public Defender, Office of the Public Defender of Cattaraugus 
County, Olean, NY  

Maritza Buitrago, Esq., Monroe County Public Defender’s Office 

Bridgit Burke, Esq., Legal Director, The Legal Project, Inc., Albany, NY 

Chelsea B. Carter, Esq. Assistant Public Defender, Public Defender Office, Ontario 
County, Canandaigua, NY 

The Children’s Law Center, New York, NY 

Robert N. Convissar, Esq., Chief Defender/Administrator, Assigned Counsel Program,  
Erie County Bar Association 

Kelly L. Egan, Esq., Appeals Director, Rural Law Center of New York, Inc. 

John Ferrara, Esq., Law Office of John Ferrara, Monticello, NY 

Adele Fine, Esq., Special Assistant Public Defender, Family Court Bureau Chief, & 
Timothy P. Donaher, Esq., Monroe County Public Defender, Monroe County Public 
Defender’s Office 

Karen Freedman, Esq., Executive Director, Lawyers For Children, New York, NY 



Honorable Michael F. Griffith, Supervising Judge of Family Courts, Erie County Family 
Court 

Helma Hermans, Esq., Staff Attorney, Legal Aid Society of Suffolk County 

Susan Kaufman, Esq., Counsel, Matrimonial Practice Advisory and Rules Committee 
(MPARC) 

Barbara J. Kelley, Esq., Allegany County Public Defender 

Nicole R. Kilburg, Esq., Law Offices of Nicole R. Kilburg, Albany, NY  

Leon Koziol, Parenting Rights Institute, Utica, NY  

David J. Lansner, Esq., Lansner & Kubitschek, New York, NY 

Legal Information for Families Today (LIFT), Brooklyn, NY 

Cassandra E. Louis, Policy and Advocacy Associate, The Children’s Village, Dobbs 
Ferry, NY 

Jessica E. Marsico, M.A., New York State Family Court Researcher, Social & Public 
Policy Analyst, Albany, NY 

Marion McCue de Velez, L.C.S.W., The Children’s Village, New York, NY 

Ronald J. McGaw, Esq., The Law Offices of Ronald J. McGaw, Poughkeepsie, NY 

Michael Mercure, Esq., Washington County Public Defender, Fort Edward, NY 

Dawne Mitchell, Attorney In Charge, Juvenile Rights Practice, & Jayne Cooper, Staff 
Attorney, Juvenile Rights Special Litigation and Law Reform Unit, The Legal Aid 
Society, New York, NY  

Honorable Robert Mulroy, President, New York City Family Court Judges Association 

New York Legal Assistance Group (“NYLAG”) 

Larisa Obolensky, Esq., Attorney At Law, Delhi, NY  

Danial L. Pagano, Esq., Law Offices of Daniel L. Pagano, Yorktown Heights, NY 

Pro Bono and Legal Services Committee, New York City Bar Association 

Lance Salisbury, Esq., Supervising Attorney, Tompkins and Schuyler County Assigned 
Counsel Programs 

David C. Schopp, Esq., CEO/Executive Director, The Legal Aid Bureau of Buffalo, Inc., 
Buffalo, NY 

Statewide Central Register (“SCR”) Practice Group 



Thomas M. Susman, Esq., Director, Governmental Affairs Office, American Bar 
Association, Washington, D.C. 

John J. Westman, Esq., The Westman Law Firm, Jamestown, NY 

 

 


