
Felony Complaint Arraignment 

[CPL 180.10] 

You are charged by felony complaint with the crime(s) of: (specify).

[NOTE: The defendant must be provided with a copy of

the felony complaint.]

The purpose of the proceedings upon a felony complaint is to

determine whether you should be held for the action of a grand jury with

respect to the charges.

You have a right to a prompt hearing on whether there is sufficient

evidence to warrant the Court holding your case for the action of the

Grand Jury, but you may waive that right in favor of being held for the

action of a grand jury without a hearing.  Do you understand?

If the defendant is represented by counsel:

You are aided at this arraignment by counsel and you have the

right to the aid of counsel at every subsequent stage of the

action.

If the defendant is not represented by counsel and the court does not

adjourn the arraignment for the appearance or assignment of counsel:

You have the right to the aid of counsel at this arraignment and

at every subsequent stage of the action, and, because you

appear at this arraignment without counsel you have the right to

an adjournment for the purpose of obtaining counsel and you

have the right to have the court assign you a lawyer if you are

financially unable to obtain one. Do you understand?

If the defendant is incarcerated:

You are entitled to communicate, free of charge, by letter or by

a telephone call to a phone number located in the United States

or Puerto Rico, for the purpose of obtaining counsel and

informing a relative or friend that you have been charged with an

offense.
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