
Instant Interpretation in the
Courtroom

Twi, Bulgarian, Foochow and Wolof

are languages that may seem remote

to many New Yorkers, but they are

among the more than 130, including

ASL (sign language), that find their

way into New York State courtrooms.
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Inside the Courts: 
Small Claims

Small Claims Court provides a rela-

tively simple way to resolve legal dis-

putes with damages of up to $5,000 in

New York City and up to $3,000 out-

side the city. While it may not provide

a way to get back at noisy neighbors

for not inviting you to their party, it may be a way to receive

restitution for undeliverable croissants. Yes, croissants…
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Race Law and the Courts:
Framing the Discussion for a
Post Racial America

Did the election of Barack Obama

signal the beginning of a new post-

racial era in America?  A group of

leading jurists, academics, commu-

nity leaders and journalists explored

the topic at a conference sponsored

by New York Law School and the Franklin N. Williams Ju-

dicial Commission on Minorities. The all-day event took

place at New York Law School in lower Manhattan.
	�
������"

Focus on the Courts Focus on the Courts Focus on the Courts
Focus on the Courts Focus on the Courts Focus on the Courts
Focus on the Courts Focus on the Courts Focus on the Courts

NY Courts Celebrate Hispanic
Heritage Month

“Who could have dreamt of such a

thing?” mused Judge Carmen

Beauchamp Ciparick, reflecting on the

trajectory of her career, which has

spanned more than four decades and

culminated in her becoming the first

Hispanic and the second woman to

be appointed to the New York State Court of Appeals, the

state’s highest court. Judge Ciparick was the featured guest

at the Office of Court Administration’s Hispanic Heritage

Month celebration.
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New Beginnings at New York
City’s Midtown Community
Court

The Midtown Community Court was

the first of its kind. A joint venture with

the Center for Court Innovation, a

nonprofit think tank that helps improve

outcomes for low-level offenders, aids

victims and reduces crime, Midtown

reaches out beyond sentencing to provide community serv-

ice and rehabilitation programs while addressing the under-

lying problems that cause criminal behavior. 
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http://www.nycourts.gov/whatsnew/pdf/FOCUS-july-2010.pdf
















The Midtown Community Court was the first

of its kind. A joint venture with the Center for

Court Innovation, a nonprofit think tank that

helps improve outcomes for low-level offend-

ers, aids victims and reduces crime, Midtown

reaches out beyond sentencing to provide

community service and rehabilitation pro-

grams while addressing the underlying prob-

lems that cause criminal behavior. 

On Wednesday evening, September 15, the

mid-Manhattan community served by the

court celebrated the graduation of partici-

pants in Times Square Ink, a Midtown pro-

gram that provides job training and

placement services to low-level criminal of-

fenders. 

Since 1993, when Midtown began, more than 2,000 such problem-solving courts  have been

formed nationwide. Presiding Judge Richard Weinberg, one of the speakers at the cere-

mony, referred to the court as “the most successful experiment in the history of the New York

court system.”  Criminal Court Supervising Judge Melissa Jackson, another speaker, called

Midtown a “model for the nation.”  

Midtown pioneered the community court movement in which neighborhood residents, busi-

nesses and social service agencies collaborate with the court by supervising community

service projects and providing on-site social services including drug treatment, health care

and job training.  

More than 70 enrollees completed the rigorous six-week training program at Times Square

Ink this year, with over 50 percent of the graduates securing long-term employment. 

Others who spoke at the ceremony included New York County District Attorney Cyrus Vance,

who discussed the long-term impact of the decisions made by young assistant district attor-

neys who must not only examine how they send offenders into the justice system but how

those offenders will exit it. “It’s not just what people have done, it is what they can become,”

he advised.  

Recent Times Square Ink graduate Angel Hernandez spoke, through tears, of his tough jour-

ney from a corrections facility to his current job as a full-time manager at one of the nation’s

most successful gym franchises.  

Hernandez, the recipient of the Times Square Ink Graduate of the Year Award, acknowl-

edged all his peer graduates who “struggled through the hardships” to make new lives. Their

success stories are testimony not only to their own hard work but to the collaborative efforts

of the Midtown Community Court, participating employers and other community partners that

help make these second acts possible. 
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New Beginnings at New York City’s 
Midtown Community Court

From left Cyrus R. Vance, Jr., District Attorney, New York

County; Richard M. Weinberg, Presiding Judge, Midtown 

Community Court; Angel Hernandez, Times Square Ink

Graduate of the Year; Melissa C. Jackson, Supervising Judge,

Criminal Court of the City of New York; Jeremy Travis, presi-

dent of John Jay College of Criminal Justice
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